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GENERAL 

Mission Statement 

The following is the mission statement of The New York Avenue Presbyterian Church, Presbyterian Church (USA): 

 

In thankfulness for God’s infinite love, we, the members of The New York Avenue Presbyterian Church (NYAPC), 

believe we are called as individuals to join our separate gifts together as a community of faith in the reformed 

tradition, connected to Presbyterians around the world, to undertake the tasks which Jesus Christ has set before us. 

We search to recognize God’s gifts in others and in ourselves, to discover God’s will for our lives, and to do it.  

 

We come from across the metropolitan area to worship and witness for peace and justice as a downtown 

congregation in the center of the nation’s capital because of the church’s rich history and the challenges offered, 

which help us to grow in our faith. We hear outstanding preaching and inspiring music, attend varied Christian 

Education activities, and continue our commitment to inclusiveness, hospitality, nurture, spiritual growth, and 

visitation among our own members and our neighbors. We are willing to take risks in our decision-making as our 

faith guides us.  

 

Listening to God’s call to the future, members of The New York Avenue Presbyterian Church choose to be 

witnesses for Christ guided by these additional principles: 

 

 We choose a broadening understanding of congregation, which includes many people whose full value is 

not recognized in other systems. 

 We make our first priority those who are vulnerable: people in crisis, the elderly, the children, the mentally 

ill, and the homeless. 

 We strive to discover creative means to nurture our diverse, widely dispersed congregation with friendship 

and support. 

 We see the city blocks around us in their midweek busyness as one of our frontiers. 

 We continue to lead vigorously toward social justice and to use our building to promote it. 

 We are called to take a leadership role in the shaping of our downtown neighborhood. 

 We bring together people who, on other church paths, would never journey together.  

 We value hospitality even when it lessens our own comfort. 

 We will be a teaching church where the meaning of downtown congregational life and mission is 

continually being discovered and taught. 

 We welcome all travelers who come to this church, particularly those who love church history and urban 

mission. 

 We emphasize the leadership of our members, in partnership with clergy, as we engage in our dedication of 

time and talents. 

 

We find spirit and growth in the above principles even when they challenge popular church theories. May God bless 

us in our ministry. 

 

                                           The Entire Congregation, The New York Avenue Presbyterian Church 
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How We Serve 

 

The basic structural organization of The New York Avenue Presbyterian Church is described below: 

 

Church Staff 
      

Elected Boards 

 

 

Pastor Associate Pastor  

 

Church Staff 

 

Leads the ministry of the church. 

 

Guides the congregation in areas of nurture 

and Christian Education. 

Performs the daily activities necessary to 

keep the church operational. 

 

 

Session Board of Deacons Board of Diaconal Ministers Board of Trustees 

 

Has overall responsibility for 
mission and government; 

coordinates cluster/committee 

work; receives members; and 
maintains relationships with 

higher church governing bodies. 

 

Coordinates outreach, social 
education and action ministry. 

Ministers to members through 
visits and calls to the sick, 

elderly, bereaved, confined, in 

trouble or in need of special 
care; attends funeral and 

memorial services. 

 

Manages the building,           
investments, and operations. 

Clusters: 

 

* Christian Learning Cluster 
  --   Education for children and  

                adults 

  --  Sizoo Library    
  --  History Committee 

  --  Cuba Working Group 

 
* Congregational Life Cluster 

  -- Evangelism 

  -- Nurture and Fellowship  
  -- Worship and Music 

 

 * Funds Development Cluster  
   -- Finance 

   -- Stewardship 

   -- Planned Giving/Special  
             Gifts   -- Capital 

Campaign 

* Administration Cluster  
  -- Personnel 

  -- Columbarium  

 
National Capital Presbytery  

        Relations Commissioners 

 
Benevolence Committee 

 

Nominating Committee  

 

Medcalf/Edgington Fund  
 

 

 

Outreach and Action: 

 

* World: 
  -- Haiti – Rural Development 

  -- Njoro Orphan Program 

  -- Presbyterian Church of 
             Columbia 

  -- Peace builders in  

             the Philippines 
 -- Iraq Partnership Network -   

             PC(USA)  

* Youth in Community: 
   -- CAIR –Immigrant Children 

   -- Reach Inc. -Literacy 

 * Adults in Community: 
  -- ONE DC –homeless women 

  -- Open Arms Housing  

  -- Heeding God’s Call – gun  
             violence 

  -- Young Playwrights Theater 

* Congregational:  
  -- Radcliffe Room 

  -- Washington Interfaith  

         Network (WIN) 
  -- 7-2-9 Club 

  -- Triangle Park Group 

* Service on Session clusters 
        and committees 

* Other 

Helping Ministry via: 

 

* Visits and calls 
* Notes and cards 

* Sunday bouquets and flower 

        arrangements by season 
* Help and assistance to those 

        in need 

* Preparation of the elements 
        for Communion 

* Assistance with memorial 

        services 
* Planning of receptions 

* Service on Session clusters  

        and committees 
* Other 

Church Management: 

 

* Administration  
* Audit and accounting 

* Budget 

* Capital improvements and  
         property management 

* Investments 

* Service on Session  clusters  
         and committees 

* Other 
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Church Directory Information 

 

Church Office Address: 1313 New York Avenue, N.W. 

Washington, DC  --  20005-4790 

Phone: 

Fax: 

 Email:            

Web Site: 

202-393-3700 

202-393-3705 

NYAPC@nyapc.org 

www.nyapc.org 

 

The office is open Monday 9 a.m. to 1 p.m., and Tuesday through Friday from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. each week 

In case of emergency, the ministers may be reached by telephone at their residences. 

                             

                      Role                                      

 

Pastors: 

The Rev. Roger Joseph Gench, Ph.D., Pastor                                 

The Rev. Alice Rose Tewell, Associate Pastor  

The Rev. Ann Rose Davie, M. Div., 

                  Parish Associate for Visitation  
 

Parish Associates: 

The Rev. Beth Braxton, M. Div., MRE, D. Min  

The Rev. J. Gary Campbell, M. Div., M.A.  

The Rev. Linda LeSourd Lader, M. Div. *** 

The Rev. Frances Taylor Gench, M. Div., Ph. D. 
 

Music Staff:  

Stanley P. Engebretson, D. M.A., Director of Music                              
Whitney McColley, Choral Associate (soprano)  

Manuel J. Melendez, Choral Associate (tenor) 

Nathan Moon, Choral Associate (bass) 
Rhianna Cockrell, Choral Scholar, (Mezzo Soprano)  

Purev Arslanbaatar, Choral Scholar, (Baritone)  

  

 
 

Administrative Staff: 

Jasmine Jowers, Church Administrator  *** 
Catherine Schultheis, Director of Planned Giving 

Cheria McMillan, Office Associate *  

Janet Maheras, Accounting Manager  * 
                                   

 
  

Hotline -- 202-393-3702: 

Information Line     
                                                                             

*      Service Began 2015 

**    Service Ended 2015 

***  Service Changed in 2015 

 

202-393-3702, 

Extension… 

 

 

x225 

x221 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
x219 

 

x215 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

  

 

                           

                   Role    

                           

Food Service Staff: 

Evelyn McMillan, Manager                           

                                                        

Custodial Staff: 

Lamont Brown, Building 
     Superintendent/Engineer                                                          

David Smoot, Custodian  

Barry Wright, Custodian  
 

 

Receptionists 
Evelyn McMillan 

Mary Newman  

Sherry Brown    
  

 

Volunteer Office Staff: 

James Davidson  ** 

Jay Davenport  ** 

Ann Davie   * 
  

Volunteer Financial Staff: 

Eleanor Pratt  ** 
Barbara Dornan  ** 

John Schultheis  

 
  

 

 

202-393-3702, 

Extension… 

 
 

x227 

 

 

x230 
 

x230 

x230 
 

 

 
x216 

x216 

x216 
 

 

x214 
 

 

 
 

x231 

http://www.nyapc.org/


THE NEW YORK AVENUE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH  

ANNUAL REPORTS FOR 2015 4 

Board Members Serving in 2015 

Session 

Class of 2015 Class of 2016 Class of 2017 

Melanie Dann Elizabeth Winn Bowman Will Ashworth 

Miriam Dewhurst Leigh Hildebrand Laura Asiala 

Paul Dornan David Inoue Rachel Browning 

Kevin Guy Benno Lauer Catherine Cannon 

Carol Shannon Douglas Porter Tyler Feret 

Michael Smith Brian Schimming Adam McColley 

James Spearman Elizabeth Sciupac** Mary Spatz 

 

Board of Deacons 

Class of 2015 Class of 2016 Class of 2017 

Ashley Nunes Coe * David Clark Ian Elder 

Hal Davis ** Jack Gillies Betsy Merritt 

Elizabeth DuMez Aryn Myers Karen Milam 

Megan Erb Doug Norwood Marsha Renwanz 

Bonita Pennino Koloina Randrianarivony Joseph Riley 

Olivia Singelmann*** James Turner Todd Ruhkamp 

Richard Snyder** 

 

 

Steve Yu John Yoder 

Kathryn Sparks 

 

 

  

Courtney Spearman 

 

 

  

 

Board of Diaconal Ministers 

Class of 2015 Class of 2016 Class of 2017 

Melissa Campbell Barbara Dornan Mary Danewitz 

James Davdison Gwenn Gebhard Stacey Gagosian*** 

Dianna English Susan Grooters ** Helen Joseph 

Glory Eyong ShuXian McKenna Esther Moring 

Kenneth Garnes Kay Meek ** Janet Shabman 

Alison Kootstra Nowak Margaret Myers Stephanie Simpson 

Whitney McColley Cecelia Porter Lenora Thierry 

 Rosemary Segero *** Chuck West **** 

 Helen Williams *  

 

Board of Trustees 

Class of 2015 Class of 2016 Class of 2017 

John Quinn, Jr. John Courson Hal Hiemstra 

Mark Sproles Rebecca Davis Michele Holland 

Matthew Wieseler 

 

 

 

 

Caroline White Edith Holmes Snyder 

* Elected in February 2015 to fill vacancy      ** Resigned in 2015   

 *** Elected in June 2015 to fill vacancy        **** Died in 2015 
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Board Members Elected to Serve in 2016 

                                                                           Session 

Class of 2016 Class of 2017 Class of 2018 

Elizabeth Winn Bowman Will Ashworth Don Campbell 

Melanie Dann * 

 

 

Laura Asiala Brian Dewhurst 

Leigh Hildebrand Rachel Browning Kathryn Doan 

David Inoue Catherine Cannon David Gillies 

Benno Lauer Tyler Feret Margaret (Meg) House 

Douglas Porter Adam McColley Karin Lohman 

Brian Schimming Mary Spatz (Vacancy) 

Elizabeth Sciupac**   

 

 Board of Deacons 

 Class of 2016 Class of 2017 Class of 2018 

David Clark Ian Elder Ashley Nunes Coe 

Jack Gillies Karen Milam Feret Megan Erb 

Aryn Myers Betsy Merritt Anne Laroche 

Doug Norwood Marcia Renwnaz Bonita Pennino 

Koloina Randrianarivony Joe Riley Olivia Singelmann 

James Turner Todd Ruhkamp Kathryn Sparks 

Steve Yu John Yoder Barry Tindall 

 

Board of Diaconal Ministers 

Class of 2016 Class of 2017 Class of 2018 

Barbara Dornan Mary Danewitz James Davidson 

Gwenn Gebhard Stacey Gagosian** Glory Eyong 

ShuXian McKenna Helen Joseph Alison Kootstra Nowak 

Margaret Myers ShuXian McKenna Whitney McColley 

Cecelia Porter Marie Noel Meka* Nathan Moon 

Rosemary Segero Janet Shabman Carrie Schenkel Reasonover 

Helen Williams Stephanie Simpson Laura West  

 Lenora Thierry  

 

Board of Trustees 

Class of 2016 Class of 2017 Class of 2018 

John Courson Ross Coe* Tom Dunlap 

Rebecca Davis Hal Hiemstra Karl Hoffman 

Caroline White Michele Holland ** Matthew Wieseler 

 Edith Holmes Snyder  

 
   * Elected December 2015 to fill vacancy  ** Resigned in 2015 
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REPORTS OF NYAPC PASTORS AND STAFF 

Roger Joseph Gench, Pastor/Head of Staff 

My weekly responsibilities have regularly included pastoral duties, preaching and worship leadership, baptisms, 

weddings and funerals, adult education, cluster committees and sub-committees, staff meetings, oversight of church 

staff and the varied church ministries, and administrative duties.  In addition, I have also engaged in the following 

work:  

 

- Participation in the Biblio Divina group on Thursday mornings.  

 

- Individual Spiritual Direction with members of NYAPC. 

 

- Leadership of the Men’s Spirituality Group. 

 

- Co-leadership with Theo Brown of The Engaged Spirituality Group of the McClendon Scholar in Residence 

Program 

 

- Participation on the McClendon Scholar in Residence Program Committee. 

 

- Leadership in McClendon Scholar in Residence Program with Norman Wirzba.  

 

- Leadership in the McClendon Scholar in Residence Program with Elizabeth Hinson-Hasty. 

 

- Participation on National Capital Presbytery’s Clearance Team. 

 

- Co-leadership of a workshop at the annual meeting of Next Church in Chicago. 

 

- Helped lead the Vision 2020 Capital Campaign of the NYAPC. 

 

- Helped with the Young Adult Faith on Tap program at NYAPC. 

 

- Preached at the First Reformed Presbyterian Church of Havana, Cuba. 

 

- Leadership of retreats for the Board of Deacons and the Session of NYAPC. 

 

- Co-leadership with Arnie Graf of a McClendon Scholar in Residence Program on my book, Theology From the 

Trenches.   

 

- Participated in the dramatic production of You Are Going to Live Forever at the Mt. Lebanon Baptist Church.  

 

- Sponsored Joachim Troestler, a Lutheran Pastor from Germany in his training in community organizing in the 

USA.   

 

- Participation on the Strategy Team of the Washington Interfaith Network (WIN). 

 

- Participation in two meetings of The Mission Responsibility Through Investment of the Presbyterian Mission 

Agency Board of the PCUSA.  

 

- Attendance at the Annual Meeting of the Society of Christian Ethics in Chicago. 

 

- Co-taught with Frances Taylor Gench of Lectio Jubilate (a lectionary study group of PCUSA pastors). 

 

- Co-taught with Frances Taylor Gench of the Summer Institute for Pastors at the Lutheran Theological Seminary 

in Gettsyburg, PA.    
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- Wrote four essays for Lectionary Homiletics (a journal for preaching). 

 

- Continued work on a book on the political spirituality of the cross -- new directions in contemplative 

spirituality.   

 

- Continued reading in theology and ethics as time allows. 

 

- Hiked 120 or so miles in the Rocky Mountain National Park. 

 

At the conclusion of 2015, I find myself grateful once again for the ministry of The New York Avenue Presbyterian 

Church and the good folk that do it! 
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Alice Rose Tewell, Associate Pastor  

Overview and Continued Responsibilities:  

 

2015 was a year of learning, growth, and collaborative hard work in my call as your Associate Pastor.  I work in 

most areas of church ministry including worship planning and pastoral visitation.  Particular to my call, I continued 

to spend my time focusing on the Christian Learning Cluster, the Nurture and Fellowship Committee, Benevolence 

and Metcalf-Edgington Outreach ministries, Young Adults Ministry, and Community Club.   

 

New to 2015: 

 

a.) I started to attend and add leadership to the Deacons Meetings as they discerned who they are and how they are 

called to serve.  In my role on the Deacons, especially starting in the fall and into the winter, I have tried to become 

more present and involved with the Radcliffe Room Ministry.   

b.) I have taken on more Administrative leadership, serving as a listening ear and advisor during some transition in 

the church staff.  

c.) I have had the privilege of supervising two young women discerning their respective calls to ministry.  Over the 

summer, I supervised Emma Marshall, a religion major at Georgetown University and member of Georgetown 

Presbyterian.  Emma worked on outreach ministry, meeting with those who come to the church every day in need.  

Starting in the fall, for a year, I am supervising Angela Williams, a half-time Young Adult Volunteer. Angela serves 

primarily in the Radcliffe Room and Community Club, helping me, and the church, grow into deeper relationship 

with our neighbors.  

d.) In my service to the larger church, I now serve as the Vice Moderator for the Synod of the Mid-Atlantic and 

serve on the National Capital Presbytery Church Development Committee.  

 

Here are some additional highlights from the year organized by the calendar year: 

 

• Nursery Group and changes in the nursery:  I continued to meet with families in the nursery for a Saturday 

morning play group for several months. Paul Dornan and I also repainted the nursery; along with others, we also 

worked to update and clarify Nursery procedures. 

• Confirmation Class:  3 high schoolers, teachers, and I started a 1-year confirmation course.  The course includes 

Introduction to Reformed Christian theology, a study of the Gospel of Mark, classes on the intersection of faith 

and life through Young Adult Fiction, Service days, and planning and leading selected worship services. 

• Worms for Lent and Strawberries for Easter:  Related to Food and Faith by McClendon Scholar Norman Wirzba, 

in Lent, I brought worm-composting into worship for the children’s time.  To illustrate “death to life” each week, 

we watched as the worms ate our food scraps and turned them into compost material.  On Easter, we planted 

strawberry plants in worship play.  

• Faith on Tap: About every other month, 15-40 young adults gathered at a home or at the church to discuss the 

many intersections of theology and life in DC. Rev. Gench and Rev. Lader are also instrumental to this outreach. 

• Easter baskets and Christmas Presents:  Thanks to the Schultheis family and the children and youth of NYAPC, 

for a congregational Sunday, we assembled almost 100 Easter baskets to be given away at family shelter in 

Columbia Heights.  In a similar way, for Christmas the children packed presents for Radcliffe Room guests.  

• APNC Celebratory Meal:  I was blown away by the hospitality of Mary Spatz and the support of Associate Pastor 

Nominating Committee as we gathered in July to celebrate one year serving as your Associate Pastor.  

• Youth Service Days:  In August, for 3 days some middle and high school youth gathered at the church to clean up 

the Radcliffe Room clothing closet, made lunches for Radcliffe Room guests, painted a Sunday School classroom 

and learned more about social justice work in DC through the McClendon Center and through clips from the 

National Coalition for the Homeless.  

• Sunday School: Starting in the fall, we started a new curriculum “Holy Moly” for K-Grade 4, in an effort to make 

the classes exciting for students and easier to prepare for teachers.  We also started a middle school class.  

• Worship Play:  Starting in the fall, we also created a lesson-plan over view for worship play.  We followed the 

major stories of Jesus Christ and then focused heavily on the Christmas story.  We are using carefully chosen 

library books in an effort to help connect the Biblical story to modern children’s literature and experience.   

• Cuba Trip: I was honored to represent NYAPC and National Capital Presbytery at the celebration to honor Rev. 

Dr. Hector Mendez 50th anniversary of ordination.  I would love to take an intergenerational group there in 2017. 



THE NEW YORK AVENUE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH  

ANNUAL REPORTS FOR 2015 10 

• National Day of Prayer for Mental Illness Recovery and Understanding and Longest Night Memorial Service:  I 

was honored again to lead these very special worship services.  

• All Church Retreat:  This year, I took on more responsibility at the retreat leading the morning session, all 

children’s programming and adding a nursery.  

• Church Christmas Pageant:  We “rewrote” the story creating an urban pageant for 2015. The youth Sunday School 

teachers provided much guidance to the youth. Thanks to Molly Wagner and Karen Dunlap, the children and 

youth choir was inspiring, prompting the question — in what ways can we further support and grow our children’s 

and youth music ministry?  
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Beth Braxton, Parish Associate 

In November of 2012 the session at Rev. Gench’s request voted to make me a Parish Associate at NYAPC.  I am 

honored and thankful for this new opportunity of ministry.  A city church has many different dynamics from the 

suburban church where I came from out of retirement.  Both churches are similar in size for congregation 

participation, so I am familiar with church operations.  The transition from full 100% plus days of ministry to 

retirement is a big change!  The volunteer work at NYAPC has eased that transition and has been a welcoming 

change for this new stage in my life.   I thank God for YOU and this opportunity! Below are the areas and tasks that 

I have engaged in.  

 

Worship 

 Did special preparations for Solitude Retreats: seasonal paraments of color, candles, etc. 

 Prepared a Booklet of Spiritual Practices for Solitude Retreats 

 Took leadership of Monthly Taize Services (doing bulletin and “reflection”) 

 Served as Interim Liturgist Coordinator (6 months 2015) 

 Served Lord’s Supper two times (once with Rev. Gench and once with Rev. Tewell) 

 Preached two sermons: 2013 August, 2015 August 

 Prepared the Easter sunrise worship service and preached 2014 and 2015 

 

Evangelism Committee 

 Began in 2013 meeting with Evangelism Committee; worked with Kristin Ford on new brochure (talked about 

coordinating all brochures of church ministries) 

 Re-did first-floor Bulletin Boards to reflect major ministries of the church and did Staff board photos 

 Designed outside info Bulletin Boards 

 Initiated church-wide membership Name Tags: designed and cobbled kiosks (boards) for this venture 

 

Njoro, Kenya Partnership 

 2012 December: was asked to take over leadership of Njoro project when Kirsten Kingdom moved to California  

 Set up Njoro Steering Committee (of seven) 

 Developed with Steering Committee a Memorandum of Agreement with the Njoro Orphans and Vulnerable 

Children (OVC) Committee in Kenya 

 Led mission trip (fifteen team members) to Njoro , Kenya - August, 2013 

 Led mission trip (eight team members) to Njoro, Kenya -  August, 2015 

 

Radcliffe Room Leadership Team 

 Work regularly every Sunday serving guests in the Radcliffe Room  

 Made ten denim aprons for Radcliffe Room with embroidery -  “to do justice, love mercy, walk humbly with 

God” 

 Did photo gallery outside small kitchen of Radcliffe Room ministry 

 Serve Communion on first Sunday of the month in Radcliffe Room and in 2015 started doing Bible study on a 

regular basis 

 Labeled all cabinets in small kitchen. 

 

McClendon Scholar-in Residence Ministry  

 Meet regularly with the MSIR committee 

 Provided hospitality for events like the luncheon for Dr. Norman Wirzba 

 Participated in musical with Mt. Lebanon Baptist Church 

 

Miscellaneous  

 Led mini-Staff Retreat on Myers-Briggs Personality Inventory 
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 Taught four-week “Cuba Bible Study” on book of Esther 

 Have been church photographer for a number of church events 

 Took some leadership in 2013 and 2014 All-Church Retreats 

 Bought and orchestrated new outdoor planters at first-floor entrance to church 

 Written for the Advent and Lent devotion booklets 

 Turned down “Endowment Coordinator” job 

 Turned down job as “Director of McClendon Scholar-in-Residence Program” 

 

“Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus 

for you.” (I Thessalonians 1:  16-18) 

 

 
 

Ann Rose Davie, Parish Associate 

As Parish Associate for Visitation, I assist the pastors on request, making calls to those in home or hospital or by 

telephone.  I also assist Rev. Tewell with the Care Prayer list on a weekly basis. 

  

As the pastoral staff to the Columbarium Committee, chaired by Elder John Schultheis, I answer inquiries about 

reservations of niches, maintain records of Columbarium use, and maintain contact with the artist working on the 

commissioned fabric art piece for the Lincoln Chapel. 

 

Frances Taylor Gench, Parish Associate   

During the past year, I have been grateful for opportunities to make the following contributions to the life of 

NYAPC: 

 

 Taught a Sunday School Series, “Reading the Bible with People on the Move” (April). 

 Preparation of spring quarter Bible study curriculum on Philemon for Cuba Partners Shared Bible Study 

group (First Presbyterian-Reformed Church of Havana; NYAPC and Church of the Pilgrims, Washington, 

DC; Westminster PC, Gainesville, Florida; Old First PC, Long Island; Fourth PC, Chicago; Winnetka PC, 

Illinois). Led NYAPC’s two-week study of Philemon (May). 

 Leadership of the Women’s Spring Retreat, “Making Peace with Paul” (organized by the ever efficient 

Karen Dunlap and Meg House) (April). 

 Met with two different Bible Study groups to lead a session of Bible study. 

 Participated in Kathryn Spark’s extraordinary dance ministry as part of the team that presented a liturgical 

dance of Psalm 19 in worship (March). 

 Serve as biblical and theological consultant to the senior pastor!   

 

I continue to be grateful for the privilege of affiliation with NYAPC as a Parish Associate! 
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Linda LeSourd Lader, Parish Associate 

Midway through 2015 I transitioned from Pastoral Associate to a Parish Associate, as family obligations have 

curtailed my time in the Washington area. Fortuitously, many of the hats I had been wearing were well placed on 

others. I remain a member of the McClendon Scholar in Residence Council, and I meet periodically with Executive 

Director Theo Brown as a resource and sounding board for him. Likewise, Ann Davie and I meet periodically for 

mutual encouragement in ministry. I have sought to provide assistance and support when needed to Associate 

Pastor, Alice Tewell, especially in the young adults ministry. I continue to meet occasionally with some young 

adults as a friend and informal spiritual director, and I host events in my home for them when schedules allow. 

 

When possible, I assisted in leading worship, preaching on three Sundays and giving one of the short meditations in 

the Good Friday service. And I have remained active with the Vision 2020 Capital Appeal, seeking ways to expand 

“Friends of the New York Avenue Presbyterian Church.” From time to time I attended Session, Evangelism 

Committee, Trustees, Finance and Administrative Committees, seeking to facilitate communication among various 

groups in the church community. 

 

It is a great joy and privilege to participate in the life and ministry of The New York Avenue Presbyterian Church, 

and I am grateful for all who share their lives and friendship with me. 
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Stanley P. Engebretson, Director of Music 

In 2015, the music program grew at NYA adding more variety through new ensembles and activities.   The 

Sanctuary Choir continued to provide music ranging from traditional anthems to contemporary music including 

spirituals, all mirroring the varied interests and backgrounds of our congregation. Instead of programming larger 

works this year, we opted for smaller works more frequently on special Sundays that increased the number of 

opportunities for solo and instrumental music as well. 

 

In February, my German colleague and long-time conductor friend Michael Reif visited us from Cologne to lead us 

through several movements of Haydn's Creation.   On Easter Sunday, a new Children's Choir was featured. The 

Sanctuary Choir sang several festival anthems along with the NYA Brass Quartet, including the long-standing 

favorite of Handel’s “Hallelujah Chorus” for the postlude.  

 

Continuing with Baroque music in May, the choir presented Handel's Chandos Anthem, “O Praise the Lord with 

One Consent.”  Later in May, the youth led their annual service featuring the young musicians of the church in the 

children’s chorus as well as virtuosic solos by David Clark on saxophone.  In July, the choir took their annual 

summer break but the music continued with solos and unique ensembles, including Adam McColley on Trombone, 

and the new Flute Ensemble (Mary Anderson, Jack Anderson, Meg House, Meg Neil, and Beth Law).  

 

Fall highlights included choruses from Bach’s Lobe den Herren, BWV 137 and “Laudate Pueri” from Mozart’s 

Vespers for the Confessor, K. 339 in November.  A few weeks later, Whitney McColley and Marlissa Hudson 

teamed up as soloists in the rousing spirituals, “Great Day,” and “In’a that Great Gettin’ Up Morning,” originally 

arranged for Kathleen Battle and Jesse Norman with competing “high C’s.”  And a Great Day, it was! 

 

In December, the Youth presented an amazing Christmas Pageant led by Molly Wagner and Rev. Alice Tewell, 

which had a new script transforming the traditional story into a contemporary urban setting.  (It drew a standing 

ovation).   On the fourth Sunday of Advent, the choir sang a Christmas Cantata, Cecilia MacDowell’s A Winter's 

Night, a large work in six movements based on traditional carols. (This was the same piece I took to Germany for 

our New Year’s concert tour in Leipzig, Dresden, and Berlin, where we sang in Bach’s church among other 

fascinating venues).   Our Christmas Eve services featured Mary and Jack Anderson on flute and David Brown on 

violin, while the choir sang a new piece written by a 16-year old Bethesda composer, The King Shall Come, and 

Whitney McColley contributed her beautiful voice to O Holy Night by Adolphe Adam. 

 

In Addition 

 

We continue to build our noon concert series with an upcoming recital in February 11, 2016 by the US Army Band 

(Pershing’s Own) Wind Ensemble, who will be here to present a free noon performance.   

 

I always enjoy lifting up our guitar ensemble that leads mid-week Taize services, Ash Wednesday, and Easter 

sunrise services.  They are a delight and a welcome addition!  For the third year in a row, we welcomed Rev. 

Gench’s teacher, Larry Snitzler, on guitar for a special summer recital.  A former student of Segovia, he remains an 

amazing artist and brings a great presence to our church. 

 

President Meg House continues her wonderful leadership of the Sanctuary Choir, aided by members of the choir 

council and other volunteers.  Choral associates Whitney McColley, Manuel Melendez, and Nathan Moon all help 

guide music in addition to their active professional engagements throughout the area.  

 

Our undergraduate Choral Scholars Rhianna Cockrell and Purev Arslanbaatar are outstanding in their fields as 

soloists and conductors.  Our Organ Scholar Samantha Scheff has grown so much in her abilities and now routinely 

presents prelude and postlude repertoire as a major part of her study from the University of Maryland. 

 

The vocal talents of many soloists enrich our offerings, including Margaret (Meg) Neill, Margaret (Meg) House, 

Martha Davis, Julia Vollmers, Tamara Saltman, Eric Slaughter, Ian Elder, and David Williams.   
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We are very grateful for Daniel Stokes who plays organ for services, weddings, and memorials while also leading 

the Bell Choir.  His talents, stewardship, and care for the music program in so many ways, are all greatly 

appreciated. 

 

The Organ and Keyboard Instruments  
 

Our A. E. Schlueter pipe organ is now six years old and is holding up beautifully, with continued maintenance by 

the parent organ company.  We had a crisis during the summer though when the air conditioning system went out, 

causing very high humidity in the sanctuary.  The organ’s wood sliders froze up, the harpsichord had to have 12 

strings replaced, and the Steinway’s tuning went awry.  One could even feel the moisture on the wood casings, it 

was so pronounced.  Luckily when the air conditioning motor was replaced and cooling restored, the organ began to 

work again after some time of drying out, and the other instruments were repaired.  We really need a to install a 

working humidity-control system in the sanctuary to protect and preserve our investments in these instruments as 

well as to increase the comfort of our parishioners on Sunday mornings.  During climate “shoulder” change seasons 

(which seems to be about half of the year!), the sanctuary is frequently too hot or too cold, with no even “middle 

ground” present and it is not healthy for the congregation.  If we address the temperature of the sanctuary and update 

the microphone system for the pastors, the services would have a much higher level of comfort for everyone. 

 

Regarding our pianos and harpsichord, James Davis maintains the sanctuary Steinway and the Herz harpsichord 

with very fine care.  As to the other keyboards, the aging 6’ green Steinway in Peter Marshall Hall still needs a 

restoration and the old electronic organ in the Lincoln Chapel has deteriorated and is not worth repairing, so there 

have been discussions of whether to try to find money for a new organ or just move the 5’ grand piano down from 

Peter Marshall to the chapel to serve as the keyboard instrument for memorial services and other events in the 

interim. 

 

From the Director 

 

25 Years!  Other new pieces for the Sanctuary Choir continued to appear, with a premiere sung by the choir on 

January 10, 2016 written by my Icelandic composer-cousin Ulfar Ingi Haraldsson in tribute to my 25
th

 anniversary 

of leadership within our church.  I was very surprised, but overjoyed at the nice tribute offered on that day.  I am the 

one who wishes to thank you, for a wonderful tenure of music and service that continues to be my great joy each 

week, to come and be a part of this magnificent congregation where we worship together in music and the word.  

We are all truly blessed by our fine pastors, musicians, and congregation, and I am always very grateful for this 

opportunity to be here with you. 
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REPORTS OF THE NYAPC ELECTED BOARDS 

The Session 

The following persons were members of the Session in 2015: 

  

Class of 2015 

Melanie Dann* 

Miriam Dewhurst 

Paul Dornan 

Kevin Guy 

Carol Shannon 

Michael Smith 

James Spearman 

  

Class of 2016 

Elizabeth Winn Bowman 

Leigh Hildebrand 

David Inoue 

Benjamin Lauer 

Douglas R. Porter 

Brian Schimming 

Elizabeth Sciupac ** 

 

 

Class of 2017 

Will Ashworth 

Laura Asiala 

Rachel Browning 

Catherine Cannon 

Tyler Feret 

Adam McColley 

Mary Mace Spatz 

 

 

* Elected in December 2014 to fill vacancy  ** Resigned in 2015 

          
The Session has overall responsibility for NYAPC’s mission and government; coordinates cluster and committee work; receives 

members; and maintains relationships with higher governing bodies. Session responsibilities include: Christian Education, 

Membership, Publicity, Finance, Worship and Music, Personnel, Annual Stewardship Campaign, Special Gifts and Memorials, 

Benevolence, Nominating, Nurture and Fellowship, Planning and Theological Interns. These functions are organized into 

Clusters; Christian Learning, Congregational Life,Funds Development and Administration. A Session member sits on the Peace 

and Justice Committee. Members of Session also serve as Commissioners to National Capital Presbytery. 
  

In 2015, the Session substantially revised the church’s policy on the consumption of alcohol in the church and at 

church-sponsored events.  The previous policy had forbidden any consumption of alcohol in the church building, as 

the church is frequented by several vulnerable populations (e.g., our children, Community Club students, AA 

members).  In recent years, church members have sought waivers of the policy to allow for beer and wine to be 

served at their wedding receptions and rehearsal dinners held in the church.  Most recently, Faith on Tap met at the 

church and received a policy waiver.  After considerable discussion over many meetings, a new policy was adopted 

that allows consumption of beer and wine at wedding related events and Faith on Tap when held in the church 

building if the hosts inform the Church Administrator in writing and agree to any related conditions as determined 

by the Church Administrator and the Board of Trustees.  Waivers may be requested of the Session for other specific 

events.  For church-sponsored events held away from the church (e.g., retreats), the policy specifies restrictions to 

protect children who might be present. 

 

The Session agreed to expand the number of people with authorized access to information about church members’ 

giving.  The church recognizes that the amounts of individual pledges and anonymous gifts must be held in the 

strictest confidence.  The church also recognizes that best practices of institutional financial management and 

congregational care require that more than one person in the church have detailed knowledge of this information.  

The amount of individual pledges and anonymous gifts is made available only to those who need to know such 

information:  the Senior Pastor, the Church Accounting Manager, the Church Accounting Consultant team, the 

Director of Planned Giving, the chairs of the Funds Development Cluster, Finance Committee, Annual Stewardship 

Committee and the Vision 2020 Capital Campaign.  The policy notes that some of this information is seen by office 

volunteers (e.g., weekly counters) and the Church Administrator through their normal course of duties. 

 

At the behest of Rev. Gench and Rev. Tewell, and after much deliberation, the Session approved the transfer of 

some administrative functions, including day-to-day staff  supervision from Rev. Gench to Rev. Tewell, with an 

appropriate increase in Rev. Tewell’s compensation. 

 

Session meetings were enriched throughout the year by conversations with new members, as we shared faith stories 

and talked about important elements of our faith. Equally enriching was the sharing of Elders’ experiences with 

spiritual disciplines that was a feature of our meetings in 2015. The Session is continually grateful for the creativity, 

dedication, and generosity of the congregation.  

     Miriam E. Dewhurst, Clerk; Daniel A. Stokes, Assistant Clerk          
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Statistical Report of the Clerk of Session for 2015 

 

Baptisms:  

 Infant Baptisms 9 

 Adult Baptisms 0 

   

Changes in Membership:  

   

 GAINS:    

   By Profession of Faith 5 

   By Reaffirmation of Faith   8 

   By Letter of Transfer from Other Churches 9 

   By Restoration to the Active Roll 0 

     

  Total Added to Active Membership Roll 22 

     

   Affiliate Membership 0 

        

   

    

 LOSSES:  

   Deceased   11 

   By Letter of Transfer to Other Churches    2 

   By Deletion from the Active Roll   34 

   By Adjustment to the Active Roll    0 

     

  Total Removed from Active Membership Roll 47 

     

   Affiliate Membership 1 

     

 NET CHANGE IN MEMBERSHIP:  

     

  Church Membership:   December 31, 2014 701 

  Affiliate Membership: December 31, 2014 14 

     

  Church Membership:   December 31, 2015 676 

  Affiliate Membership: December 31, 2015 13 
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National Capital Presbytery Commissioners 

NYAPC is a member of the National Capital Presbytery of the Presbyterian Church (USA), which is the 8
th

 largest 

of the 172 Presbyteries in the denomination and is comprised of 108 congregations located in DC and six adjacent 

counties each in Maryland and Virginia at the close of 2015. NCP calls Stated Meetings six times a year (all held at 

National Presbyterian Church in 2015) for the purpose of either conducting business or reporting on business that 

has been conducted within the Presbytery regarding: 

 Minister members (all pastors are members of a Presbytery even though they pastor or attend particular 

churches),  

 Inquirers and candidates enrolled in preparation for ministry,  

 Mission interpretation,  

 Camp and retreat ministries,  

 New church development,  

 Judicial business,  

 Stewardship,  

 Business transactions,  

 Bills and overtures directed to the General Assembly, and  

 Actions of the General Assembly requiring Presbytery approval.  

 

Some specific items of 2015 business are noted below. 

  

At its January 27 Stated Meeting, NCP installed Ruling Elder Rudy Cohen (Burke PC) as 2015 Moderator and 

Ruling Elder Therese Taylor-Stinson (Northwood PC) as 2015 Vice-Moderator. The outgoing Moderator, Rev. 

Diane Hutchins (At Large), conducted the installation. The Presbytery approved the sale of the property of the 

Arlington Presbyterian Church (3507 Columbia Pike, Arlington, VA 22204) to the Arlington Partnership for 

Affordable Housing for $8,480,000.  The property will be re-developed by APAH and the new structure will include 

space for APC. 

  

At its March 24 Stated Meeting, NCP approved the proposed amendment to W-4.9000 of the Directory for Worship, 

removing language referring to marriage as between a man and a woman and instead speaking of marriage as 

between two persons.  

 

At NCP’s May 26 Stated Meeting, Rev. Diane Hutchins introduced the Interim Executive, Presbytery of Baltimore - 

Deborah Milcarek and the Vice-Moderator, Presbytery of Baltimore – RE James Parks. Elder Parks spoke about the 

death of Freddie Gray and the aftermath that followed in the City of Baltimore. Hundreds of people including clergy 

were on the streets trying to negotiate a peace. Presbytery representatives attended a clergy meeting at Trinity PC in 

Baltimore that was attended by 100 people from across the State of Maryland. Their current plans are to meet with 

Baltimore Police Department. Baltimore Presbytery will coordinate with NCP as additional plans unfold. Moderator 

Cohen stated that information from Baltimore Presbytery would be posted on the NCP website and ended the 

discussion by asking all to be aware of tensions in our communities and to discuss these issues within our own 

churches.  

    

At NCP’s July 9 Special Meeting, NCP approved the relocation of the ministry of the Covenant Presbyterian Church 

of Manassas from 5640 Hoadly Rd, Manassas VA to 12700 Black Forest Lane, Woodbridge, VA.  Covenant is 

having to sell its property.  NCP also approved the nomination of Rev. Alice Tewell to be Vice-Moderator of the 

Synod of the Mid-Atlantic.  

  

At NCP’s September 22 Stated Meeting, NCP approved the 2016 Operating Budget of $1,045,515 and approved 

raising the per capita to $37.50 ($29.58 to NCP).  The 2016 Mission Budget of $804,502 was received for a first 

reading.   

 

At NCP’s November 17 Stated Meeting, Presbytery approved the 2016 Mission Budget and approved the closing of 

Faith Chapel, a Virginia congregation yoked with Furnace Mountain Chapel, which now becomes the Furnace 

Mountain Presbyterian Church. The Presbytery also approved as 2016 Moderator Ruling Elder Therese Taylor-

Stinson (Northwood PC) and Ruling Elder William Plitt (Trinity-Arlington) as Vice-Moderator. 
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NYAPC was represented at NCP’s 2015 meetings by NCP’s Pastors, Parish Associates and a balancing number of 

Elder Commissioners, including two elected by NYAPC’s Session: Miriam Dewhurst and Dan Stokes, with Robert 

Doan available as substitute. Amy McKee and Miriam Dewhurst served as members of the NCP Commission on 

Preparation for Ministry, Rev. Alice Tewell served on the NCP Church Development Committee, and Rev. Ann 

Davie served on the NCP Nominating Committee.   

         Miriam Dewhurst, Elder Commissioner 

. .  

 

 

PC(USA) Young Adult Volunteer Program  (YAV) 

In 2015, NYAPC actively continued its support of the National Capital site of PCUSA’s Young Adult Volunteer 

Program (YAV).  The DC-based YAVs live in intentional community in a house in Brightwood.   During the 2014-

2015 year, five YAVs served at NEXT Church, Office of Public Witness, Miriam’s Kitchen/Western Presbyterian 

and Washington Seminar Center at Capitol Hill Presbyterian Church.  In September 2015, we welcomed four YAVs 

to DC.  They are serving at Office of Public Witness, Washington Seminar Center and Capital Hill Group 

Ministries, The Pilgrimage and Washington Interfaith Network, and NEXT Church and New York Avenue 

Presbyterian Church.  Elder Elizabeth Winn Bowman serves on the YAV board and Rev. Gench serves on the 

YAV advisory board.  Rev. Tewell is the supervisor for Angela Williams, NYAPC's YAV.  As part of her year of 

service, Angela is working with guests in the Radcliff Room and supporting Community Club.  

 

Elizabeth Winn Bowman, DC YAV Board Member 
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Nominating Committee 

The Nominating Committee began working earlier this year as there were several vacancies that had developed and 

needed to be filled.  The following members agreed to serve the remainder of these terms and were elected at the 

Congregational Meeting in July. 

 

Rosemary Segero – Diaconal Ministers – Class of 2016                                       

Stacey Gagosian – Diaconal Ministers – Class of 2017 

Olivia Singelmann – Deacons – Class of 2015 

 

Our major effort began in the Fall with the selection and contacting of the various candidates we felt would be good 

for the work of the different boards.  The following were elected at the December Congregational Meeting.  Again 

there were several vacancies to be filled in other classes due to our highly mobile world. 

 

One vacancy on the Session remains to be filled at the upcoming Congregational Meeting.  

 

Board of Deacons: Class of 2018 

   Ashley Coe  Anne Laroche   Megan Erb 

   Barry Tindall  Bonita Pennino   Kathryn Sparks 

   Olivia Singelmann 

     Class of 2016  Fritz Von Fleckenstein 

 

Diaconal Ministers: Class of 2018 

   James Davidson  Glory Eyong   Nathan Moon 

   Laura West  Whitney McColley  Carrie Schenkel 

   Alison Kootstra Nowak 

          Class of 2017  Marie Meka 

 

The Session:  Class of 2018 

   Don Campbell  Kathy Doan   Karin Lohman 

   Meg House  David Gilles   Brian Dewhurst 

   Class of 2016  Melanie Dann 

 

Trustees:  Class of 2018 

   Tom Dunlap  Karl Hoffman   Matthew Wieseler 

   Class of 2017  Ross Coe 

 

 

Mary Spatz, Chair 
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Benevolence Committee 

 

The Benevolence Fund was established in December 1968 to expand the church’s capacity for service in providing 

assistance for  “unbudgeted benevolences.”  In October 1978, the Session authorized the Benevolence Committee to 

make final decisions concerning the expenditure of the income from the Fund, which determined that the income 

was “to be used basically for direct aid for emergencies such as catastrophic illness, evictions, lack of tuition to 

complete a year, etc., and for financial support of projects or individuals in need.”  

 

The Benevolence Fund was established to consist of designated gifts, including gifts through the Birthday Fund, and 

bequests from individuals who wish to make a substantial gift to the church beyond their annual contributions to the 

church budget in order to expand the church’s capacity for service.  Any gifts or bequests specifically made to the 

Benevolence Fund are restricted and can be used only for the purposes of the Fund.   

  

In 2015, NYAPC again received a great number of requests for assistance – unfortunately too many with too many 

large requests to help everyone in need.  In the past year, the church was able to carry out a ministry of service in the 

Washington, DC  metro area by spending over $16,974 on such assistance as housing payments,  tools to help 

individuals get meaningful work and support themselves, and maintaining utility service.   

  

The committee follows a process that was handed down to us and continues to be revised to best fit the needs and  

available resources.  Individuals, whether or not they are members of the congregation, are able to confidentially 

request funds or interest-free loans to assist them in dire and emergency situations.  Each application is reviewed by 

the committee, weighing the need, the potential to achieve a more stable situation, and with priority for the DC  

community.  

 

The 2015 Benevolence Committee consisted of Deacon Doug Norwood, Barbara Lancaster,  Rev. Alice Rose 

Tewell and the Session Treasurer as Chair.  We would like to extend our appreciation and gratitude to Angela 

Williams, Young Adult Volunteer, for all of her hard work in assisting us with applications this year.    

  

Leigh G. Hildebrand, Treasurer of Session  
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Board of Deacons 

The following people were members of the Board of Deacons in 2015: 

  

Class of 2015 Class of 2016 Class of 2017 

Ashley Nunes Coe* David Clark Ian Elder 

Elizabeth Dumez Jack Gillies Betsy Merritt 

Megan Erb Aryn Myers Karen Milam 

Bonita Pennino Doug Norwood Marsha Renwanz 

Olivia Singelmann* Koloina Randrianarivony Joseph Riley 

Richard Snyder** James Turner Todd Ruhkamp 

Kathryn Sparks Steve Yu** John Yoder 

Courtney Spearman   

Hal Davis  ** 

*Elected in 2015 to fill vacancy          **Resigned in 2015 
 

             

The Board of Deacons is a dynamic ministry sanctioned and empowered by the Book of Order of the Presbyterian Church (USA.) 

and the bylaws of The New York Avenue Presbyterian Church (NYAPC) to work in partnership with the Session, the Peace and 

Justice Committee, the congregation, and other bodies to fulfill its calling, which is to forward a just and Christ-like outreach 

ministry in the church, the neighborhood, metropolitan Washington, DC, the nation and the world by 1) discerning the theology 

of mission outreach that is relevant to the world and empowers all of God’s people, 2) upholding that theology as it relates to 

internal affairs of NYAPC and its work beyond its doors, 3) helping the congregation to think and act theologically as the Board 

invites it to take part in opportunities for mission outreach, and 4) participating in the hands-on ministry of NYAPC while 

inviting others to join in. 

 

In 2015, the Board of Deacons met 11 times, carrying out NYAPC’s commitment to outreach and mission through 

supporting local ministries and organizations in Washington, DC, and internationally.  Drawing on financial 

resources from the Deacons’ line item in the church operating budget, as well as restricted funds managed by the 

Deacons, the Board provided financial support to several organizations in 2015 including, but not limited to: Njoro 

Orphans and Vulnerable Children’s Program, Radcliffe Room, PC(USA) efforts abroad, ONE DC, Open Arms, the 

Washington Interfaith Network, NYAPC Young Adult Volunteer Program, and Roots of Development. The 

Deacons provided roughly $38,000 in support to internal mission programs and third party organizations.  

 

The Deacons have also spent the fall and winter in discernment and introspection in an effort to determine what 

changes and improvements, if any, would improve our deliberative process and help us better meet our mission 

responsibilities and interests.  As Presbyterians who are reformed, and always reforming, and with the help of our 

pastors, the Deacons hope to further explore these ideas next year.   

          

         Megan Erb, President 
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7-2-9 Club 

 

The 7-2-9 Club was started on Valentine’s Day 1979 as an outreach project for the recovering mentally ill.  This was 

the beginning of one of the most unique, gratifying, and intellectual experiences that we have had here in the church.  

The Club meets every Wednesday night, September to June, from 7:00 to 9:00 (which is how the club got its name).  

The membership consists of three primary groups: approximately 30 persons who currently reside at and are being 

treated at St. Elizabeth’s Hospital; about 20 persons who have been discharged from the hospital and come on their 

own from community residence facilities and their own apartments; and four to six volunteers from the church and 

community.  All these persons come to be with each other, share experiences both good and bad, to discuss 

problems, and to exchange ideas.  

 

Each week the volunteers plan an entertaining  program.  The first Wednesday of the month is  

Bingo night and is by far the most popular.  Other weeks we play games, sing karaoke (emceed by members of the 

Washington Gay Men’s Chorus), have talent shows and celebrate various holidays throughout the year. After the 

program, light refreshments are served.  Special events each year include monthly celebration of birthdays, a gift 

bag at Christmas, a special Valentine’s Day program celebrating the anniversary of the Club with a King and Queen 

crowned, and a fried chicken dinner for the last meeting before summer hiatus.   

 

In the coming year, we plan to develop a game night in which, in addition to board games and playing cards, we 

have more active games.  To that end, we have purchased a dart board with magnetic darts and a golf game.  We 

have a donated WII set if we can figure out how to connect and use it.  (None of us are young enough to have 

experience with it or have grandchildren nearby!) 

 

We have also been working more closely with the St. E’s staff who recruit and train volunteers.   More volunteers 

are always needed and welcome.  A volunteer staff of six to eight is ideal, so presently we are two or three 

volunteers short each week.  Even volunteers who can commit to just once or twice a month would be helpful.  We 

also welcome visitors who can perform or entertain for 30 minutes or so.  Individuals or small groups who sing, 

dance, or perform magic, etc., are a real treat for us.  Please stop in for a visit and join the fun! 

 

In closing, we are sharing a note received from one of our newest volunteers about his experience at 7-2-9.  We feel 

it is a beautiful summary of our program and what we attempt to do. 

  
Thank you very much for another year of the wonderful 729 program.  It is an honor to be a part of it. 

  

In terms of an aspect to hold up in the annual report, I have been thinking about 729 today because it one of the 

things for which I am most thankful.  As a newcomer, what has struck me the most is how comfortable our guests 

have come to feel in the program.  Many have various ways of making it their own that are meaningful to them and 

accepted by the larger group.  Before I came to 729, I did not realize that favorite Christmas carols included the 

Star-Spangled Banner and The Battle Hymn of the Republic, nor had I ever heard The Old Rugged Cross performed 

at karaoke.  Sometimes members just want to go over to the windows and look down on the dynamic activity of 

downtown Washington, from which they are otherwise locked away.  When we play bingo, some members 

systematically manage six or more boards to maximize their chances of winning; others have one card but play it 

intently; still others are mostly talking with other people at their table, recording perhaps one in two or three of the 

numbers called.  Occasionally, a couple of members' urge to play chess overwhelms their desire to follow the day's 

planned activities.  But it is all done and received positively and good-naturedly, and the ability to exercise those 

small bits of personal freedom likely mean a lot to the members.  All of this makes me proud to be a part of it and 

grateful to NY Avenue Presbyterian for its steadfast support of the 729 Club. 

   

David 

 
Spence Gibbins and Britton Walker, Coordinators 
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Community Club 

2015 was a year of continued achievement for Community Club, which is a ministry of the church.  The Club brings 

DC public and charter school students together with concerned local professionals for one-with-one tutoring and 

mentoring in Peter Marshall Hall every Thursday night when schools are in session.  

 

Tom Karr was elected to another two-year term as co-director in June 2015, joining former student Shamika Bradley 

to direct the program.  They are joined in leading the club by Chaplain Rev. Alice Tewell, who replaced Katie 

Cashwell in June of 2014, and the rest of the Core Council.  Core Council consists of club leaders and Deacon (and 

tutor) Karen Milam.  Core Council and NYAPC member Amy Gillespie worked during the 2014-15 year with then -

senior class leader Katina Kypridakes and the 2015 graduates of Community Club.  Beginning this fall, as Amy took 

a leave of absence from Community Club, Sarah Dinardo and class leader Laura Krapsho have been working with 

this year’s seniors.  David Balan leads our Math and Science Zone, which provides additional help to students in 

those subjects, and former student and current tutor Titilayo Ogunyale leads the work with our current college 

students.    

 

 Enrollment peaked at 125 students this December, and may grow the second half of this school year.  They are 

supported by more than 140 active volunteers (including tutors, class leaders, librarians, food servers, etc.).  

Roughly ten percent of our volunteers are church members.  Community Club continues to do a great job recruiting 

new tutors, through Craigslist, VolunteerMatch.com, referrals by tutors, and promotion of the program by NYAPC. 

Over 50 new tutor-student pairs have been matched this year by our “registrar,” Brendolyn McCarty-Jones.  

 

Community Club continues to offer Stay-in-School Scholarships, monthly stipends for students with good grades 

and attendance. These stipends allow students to concentrate on their studies rather than work part-time jobs. In 

2015, 40% of the students in the program received these stipends. Club alumni who are enrolled in college with 

good grades are eligible for semi-annual stipends from Community Club. In 2015, 50 such alumni received stipends 

from the club; in 2015, thanks to increased grants to Community Club, over $42,000 in stipends were awarded.  

 

The club also promotes students for outside college scholarships and helps them apply for those scholarships.  

Among our current collegians are four Posse Scholars (full tuition), two DC Achievers Scholarships 

($5,000/semester), and one New Futures Scholars ($1,600 per semester).  In addition, in spring 2015 six Community 

Club students in their last two years of college received Andrew Charles Dornan scholarships, and one high school 

senior was awarded the Jennings Scholarship (started by the family of former pastor Mark Jennings).  Further, 2015 

saw eight former Community Club students graduate from college. 

 

In addition to the core Thursday night tutoring, the club this fall sponsored an outing to the Pumpkin Festival at 

Butler’s Orchard in Germantown, MD.  The club sponsored this event after severe weather forced cancellation of the 

fall’s overnight camp retreat at Prince William Forest Park near Triangle, Virginia.  We are currently planning to 

return to Prince William Forest Park for camp this spring. 

 

At Thursday night Study Hall, we maintain a library (directed by church member Mary Cousins and tutor Laura 

Dinardo) that provides study materials and books for students to use. We prepare nutritious meals in the hour before 

study hall and give awards to students with the best and most improved grades in each class. We also organize semi-

annual roundtable discussions with club alumni now in college, and a well-attended graduation ceremony in May.  

 

To help fund its activities and the scholarships it provided in 2015, the club received several large donations, 

including continued major support from the New York Avenue Foundation, a $10,000 grant and an $8,000 grant, 

respectively, from two generous donors, along with a contribution from Bloomberg LP (on behalf of a Bloomberg 

employee who is a veteran tutor). The club's website, www.communityclub.org, is an excellent resource for those 

wishing to learn more about this program.                

                                                                                    Shamika Bradley and Tom Karr Community Club Co-Directors 

http://www.communityclub.org/
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Radcliffe Room Ministry 

 

Mission Statement: The New York Avenue Presbyterian Church is an inclusive and justice-seeking church that 

recognizes the challenges of homelessness in Washington. The Radcliffe Room (RR) expresses our faith through 

hospitality by seeking to fulfill the message of Matthew 25:35-36: “For I was hungry and you gave me something to 

eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in, I needed clothes and 

you clothed me, I was sick and you looked after me, I was in prison and you came to visit me.” The RR brings 

together people who otherwise may never journey together. 
 

Overview: For more than 30 years, 75-125 men and women who live on the street or in shelters have been visiting 

the Radcliffe Room on Sunday mornings. The RR is open to guests from 8:15 a.m. to 9:45 a.m. and provides a space 

for guests and volunteers to socialize. In 2014, we have: 

● Established an executive committee of volunteers to streamline our decision-making. 

● Partnered with estate-sale service firms that share unsold clothing with us. 

● Partnered with downtown hotels to put boxes in their lobbies so departing guests can donate Metro fare cards 

with leftover balances for needed transportation for the homeless and poor. We are currently in the Hilton Garden 

Inn, the Grand Hyatt, the Renaissance, and the Mayflower hotels, and will be adding the Embassy Suites in early 

January 2015.  

● Arranged donations of produce from WashingtonsGreenGrocer.com, a food delivery service, which will begin in 

early 2015. (Providing healthful food options is always a challenge.) 
     

We have continued to partner with area restaurants, which donate leftover food that volunteers pick up on Fridays 

and Saturdays. The current lineup is Bean & Bite, Bruegger’s Bagels at 21
st
 and L, NW, Heidelberg Pastry Shoppe, 

Panera and Einstein Bagels in Falls Church, and Peet’s at the corner of 15
th

 and M, NW. Evelyn McMillan supplies 

drinks, condiments, and utensils made possible by the Deacons from the Broyles Bequest. The Clothing Closet 

provides clothing and toiletries to guests. The church provides funding for wholesale sock and underwear purchases, 

which are augmented by donations from individuals and organizations. On Sunday mornings, volunteers play the 

piano and join guests in singing hymns. On the first Sunday of the month, communion is served. The RR also 

distributes bus tokens, which are paid for by the church, and donated Metro cards; identifies resources for guests; 

and provides books and magazines donated by Books of America and church members. The RR hosts an annual 

Super Bowl party, which has become an eagerly anticipated event for guests and volunteers. This year, we were able 

to include two sets of thermals and two pairs of heavy socks in Christmas care packages thanks to a huge donation 

from Gifts for the Homeless. Volunteers again served food (beautifully prepared by Evelyn) at a reception for the 

Longest Night homeless people’s memorial service at NYAPC.  
 

Almost everything that happens in the Radcliffe Room is made possible – or made better – by the work of the 

church staff, who treat our guests and volunteers with respect and patience. Mary Newman, Barry Wright, and 

David Smoot are capable and caring ambassadors for the church most Sunday mornings. Donations by members and 

friends of the church continue to make it possible for us to offer orange juice, clothing, and much more to our 

guests. Desperate need is a constant, but we are thankful for many blessings as we try to share a life of abundance. 
 

Initiatives and Goals:  

● Working with church staff, we are launching a “warming center” on Thursday mornings during the winter.  

● Increased involvement from members of the church and community so every RR guest feels personally welcomed. 

● Develop a network of volunteers to make clothing pickups.  

● Find ways to make the Radcliffe Room more environmentally friendly and cost-effective.  

● Revive and grow the religious discussions for guests who want them. 

● Expand our efforts to provide access to mass transit, including off-site volunteers to help collect Metro cards at 

hotels and register them online in the Radcliffe Room’s account.  
 

Radcliffe Room volunteers and friends: Rev. Beth Braxton, Bob Braxton, Diane Brown, Chess Campbell, Rev. Gary 

Campbell, Carol Casperson, Bonnie Davis, Hal Davis, Beth DuMez, Tyler Feret, Spence Gibbons, David Inoue, 

Virginia Jurika, Sandra McLean, Betsy Merritt, Doug Norwood, Jill Norwood, Elie Robins, David Snyder, Richard 

Snyder, Larry Socha, Courtney Spearman, Jim Spearman, Steve Yu Suarez, Phil Telfeyan, Barry Tindall, Sam 

Waltzer, Suzie Waltzer, Rosemary Segero, Blonnie Thompson, Jim Wall, Chuck West, and Helen Williams. 

                                                                 Submitted by: the Radcliffe Room Leadership Team (POC: Doug Norwood) 
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Washington Interfaith Network (WIN) 

 

Washington Interfaith Network (WIN), founded in 1996, is a broad-based, multi-racial, multi-faith, non-partisan, 

District-wide citizens’ power organization, rooted in local congregations and associations. WIN is committed to 

training and developing neighborhood leaders, to addressing community issues, and to holding elected and corporate 

officials accountable in Washington, DC. WIN’s 48 dues-paying members represent 25,000 families in every section 

of the District and reflect its theological, racial, geographic, and economic diversity. 

 

NYAPC members actively supported WIN's new and ongoing initiatives in 2015. Support came through: 

1) Financial support in the form of dues and donations  

2) Rev. Gench’s time as a member of the WIN Strategy Team 

3) Young Adult Volunteer Angela Williams’s and Rebecca Davis’s work to strengthen our congregation’s 

engagement at the Radcliffe Room ministry through relational meetings. 

4) Engagement with several other congregations on issues of race and poverty through the McClendon 

Scholar-in-Residence Program 

5) Participation of NYAPC members in WIN actions and meetings. 

 

WIN focused on three main issues in 2015, and began to strengthen efforts in a fourth issue: 

 

Housing 

WIN is organizing for thousands of units of affordable housing by engaging with elected officials to dedicate 

resources to affordable housing construction, by advocating for the dedication of public land for affordable 

housing, by building housing on land owned by its members, and through WIN’s development arm, Urban 

Matters. 

 

Homelessness 

WIN leaders have mobilized over 30 congregations to stand with homeless families and residents at DC General, 

engaged in face-to-face conversations with more than 250 residents of the shelter, developed an advocacy 

agenda, testified at DC Council and Interagency Council on Homelessness hearings, and met with DC council 

members and candidates for mayor. 

 

Thanks in part to WIN’s efforts, there is now political will to enact a plan to replace DC General with smaller 

shelters located in all eight wards of the District. 

 

Jobs 

In 2015 WIN leaders have continued to organize for green jobs. Through WIN’s organizing, DC Water has 

agreed to incorporate green infrastructure as a major component of the Clean Rivers Project. Now, WIN is 

working to ensure that the jobs created through this program hire locally and pay fair wages and benefits. WIN is 

also engaging leaders in other industries to strengthen job training programs and create a real path for 

unemployed residents to find high-quality jobs. 

 

Transportation 

WIN has continued to engage with transit workers to find common areas of concern, including safety. In March, 

the Amalgamated Transit Union (ATU) hosted a public hearing on safety at the Radcliffe Room, and in April, 

NYAPC hosted a listening session with workers to find areas of common concern. WIN members and transit 

workers are continuing to work together to find ways to organize together to improve transit in Washington, DC. 

 

WIN also undertook major actions to strengthen the collective political power of its members. In November, more 

than 500 WIN members gathered at Covenant Baptist UCC to engage Mayor Muriel Bowser and DC Water GM 

George Hawkins on homelessness and jobs. 

 

At the end of the year, WIN continues to focus on finding living-wage jobs for DC residents, pushing for the 

development of more affordable housing and ending homelessness. WIN also wants the District of Columbia to 

become a leader in the fight against dangerous illegal guns. 

                                                                                                                                                      Ian Elder 



THE NEW YORK AVENUE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH  

 

ANNUAL REPORTS FOR 2015 27 

Njoro KENYA PC Orphan and Vulnerable Children (OVC) Program     

 

"Religion that is pure and undefiled before God, the Father, is this: to care for orphans and widows in their 

distress"     James, 1:27 

 

The Orphan and Vulnerable Children program is a ministry of the Njoro P.C.E.A. Church [Presbyterian Church of 

East Africa] in which NYAPC has partnered since its inception in January 2007 and now serves 33 orphans who 

gather next to the Njoro Church each Saturday for a full day’s program of activities: worship and fellowship, study 

and homework instruction, recreation and sports, singing and two hearty meals and bags of maize meal to take home 

for guardians.   The children experience the joy of being together. The staff and volunteers encourage them. The 

program gives support for education, with school uniforms, shoes, medical fees and necessary supplies. Program 

leaders help with school fees for those attaining high school age and also with test preparation, especially for the 

Kenya Certificate of Primary Education exam, the most important exam for students as well as for teachers, school 

owners, and just about anyone involved in primary education in Kenya. 

 

HIGHLIGHTS OF 2015: 

---Our second Mother’s Day Orphan Emphasis Sunday in which we were able to highlight our up-coming mission 

trip and congregants participation through Children’s Time and a Minute for Mission. 

---Our two-week Mission Trip in August was so gratifying this year.  The eight of us (four from NYAPC, two from 

Saint Andrew Presbyterian Church, Purcellville, and two from Burke Presbyterian Church) led a Vacation Bible 

School for the students for one week from 8:30 a.m.to 2:00 p.m.  Being with the children in small groups and 

participating with them in worship, recreation, music and crafts provided ample opportunity to get to know the 

children more in depth.  In addition each of us in the group walked with the students to four or five of their homes 

with a member of the OVC committee.  These visits provided insights into the various needs of the children and 

their guardian families.  We experienced “grace upon grace” (John 1:16) and we came away from the trip with our 

hearts filled because relationships deepened – relationship to God, to each other and to the children and people of 

Njoro! 

During the trip we also met with the Njoro Church’s OVC Committee, met with Mary Njoki G. Mbugua, 

Member of the National Assembly for Nakuru (Women's representative), and our team visited with an 

internationally known breeder of Holstein cows: 76-year-old James Karanja, the Director of Pokea Farm - cross-

breeding dairy cows on his farm just outside Njoro town. These were rich experiences, along with the tourist 

opportunities to visit the Nakuru National Wildlife Park, the Kazuri Bead Factory and the Karen Blixin Museum. 

The winter Issue of the AVENEWS contains the trip report in full. 

---2015 was the second full year of employment of the Social Worker, Catherine Wambui.   She is doing a 

marvelous job visiting in the homes and schools of the students and providing for their individual needs.  She keeps 

meticulous records and does a quarterly report, which is sent to our committee here at NYAPC. 

---The partnership in 2015 added one teacher / tutor in computers, primarily for the older high school students.  

This person is in addition to the two primary teachers who already work with the students each Saturday. 

---The sad news of the year is that one girl who has been with the program from the beginning was dropped from the 

program.  She got in with a bad crowd of boys and, even though the committee took her to a private boarding school 

to get her away from their influence, she left the school on her own and went back “home.”  The social worker had 

counseled with her, the committee had provided new uniforms and books; every effort was made to help her.  

 

FUNDING:  

The one-year budget for the Orphan Care Program is rounded at $21,000.  The cost for each child is about $644 per 

year.  Twenty percent of the monies is provided by the Njoro Church.  The Deacons Board provides the bulk of the 

budget part from our side of this OVC program partnership, but we also receive a smaller contribution from the Old 

Presbyterian Meeting House in Alexandria.  Other donations come from individuals during the Alternative 

Christmas Giving and our Mother’s Day Orphan Emphasis Sunday.  People may contribute at any time, and 

donations can be made through the NYAPC website www.nyapc.org , or by check to NYAPC, with "Kenya 

Orphans" on the memo line. Abundant thanks to members of the NYAPC for your continual gracious support of this 

vital ministry! 

2The Njoro Steering Committee includes: 

The Rev. Beth Braxton – Chair, Bob Braxton, Karen Milam Feret, Molly Lauer, Marsha Renwanz, Jim Turner -- 

Liaison with the Board of Deacons, Fritz Von Fleckenstein – Treasurer, and Sarah Williamson. 

 Rev. Beth Braxton, Chair (revbeth.braxton@gmail.com, 703-250-1156 

http://www.nyapc.org/
mailto:revbeth.braxton@gmail.com
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Peace and Justice Committee 

“In a broken and fearful world, the Spirit gives us courage . . . to hear the voices of peoples long silenced, and to 

work with others for justice, freedom, and peace." Presbyterian Church (USA) Brief Statement of Faith 

 

The Peace and Justice Committee, regularly attended by Bob Doan, Beth DuMez, Anne Laroche, Betsy Merritt, 

Karen Milam, Marsha Renwanz, Brian Schimming, Marilyn Seiber, Rosemary Segero, Stephanie Simpson, and Fritz 

von Fleckenstein, met bimonthly to oversee its traditional projects, consider new projects, and implement new 

activities. 

 

Among its traditional oversight efforts were the One Great Hour of Sharing Offering and the Peacemaking Offering; 

the annual training hosted by NYAPC for the Compassion, Peace and Justice weekend; the Anacostia Clean-up 

delegation for Earth Day and organizing for the annual Capital Pride Parade.  The Committee worked to advertise 

and encourage participation in “Heeding God’s Call” including the t-shirt display (HGC’s Memorial for the Lost) 

for those killed by guns, and demonstrations against gun shops and the National Rifle Association.   The Committee 

also arranged for the movie “Trigger” to be shown at several NYAPC events including Sunday School classes.  The 

Committee agreed to become a co-sponsor for the January 2016 Martin Luther King, Jr. Celebration.  The 

Alternative Christmas Giving in December supported the same seven projects as last year:  Cuba Partners, Iraq 

Presbyterian Churches, the Syrian Presbyterian Church in Homs, Kenya orphans, the International Medical Corps in 

South Sudan, Open Arms Housing, D.C. Senior Day Care, and sale of Palestinian farmers’ olive oil.  

 

The Committee focused on its partner Presbyterian Churches in Baghdad and Basrah, Iraq through the Iraq 

Partnership Network; organized an Adult Christian Education class in February with a guest speaker on Iraq; and 

hosted the PC(USA) Mission Co-Worker for Iraq, Syria, and Lebanon, Rev. Elmarie Parker, in March to speak at 

the Presbytery’s Global Mission Network and lead an NYAPC Adult Christian Education class.  The Committee 

hosted a reception for her and her husband, Rev. Scott Parker.  In addition to Iraq, the Committee focused on 

Palestine-Israel and a Committee member presented a series of Adult Christian Education classes. 

 

A new project was requested that would host the Nakba Museum Project, a photo and art display of Palestine after 

the creation of Israel, but ultimately the Session decided that the NYAPC space was not adequate for the exhibit.  

Another project that the Committee hopes to expand is that for the PC(USA) Food and Hunger Week in October. 

 

A new project was NYAPC sponsorship of the annual Greater Washington Immigration Film Festival in October.  

This involved reviewing films, advertising and selling tickets for the film shown at NYAPC, and arranging a panel 

of experts to discuss the film after the showing.  It was a great success and the Committee voted to sponsor the film 

festival in 2016. 

  

The Peace and Justice Committee hopes to host again in 2016 the PC(USA) Mission Co-Workers for the Middle 

East and for Indonesia.  We hope to have the NYAPC congregation become more aware of Mission Co-Workers’ 

vital activities and to support their efforts. 

      Marilyn J. Seiber, Chair 
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Board of Diaconal Ministers 

The following were members of the Board of Diaconal Ministers in 2015: 

 

Class of 2015 

Melissa Campbell 

James Davidson 

Dianna English 

Glory Eyong 

Ken Garnes 

Alison Kootstra Nowak 

Whitney McColley 

 

Class of 2016 

Barbara Dornan 

Gwenn Gebhard 

Susan Grooters* 

ShuXian McKenna 

Kay Meek* 

Margaret Myers 

Cecelia Porter 

Rosemary Segero** 

Helen Williams** 

 

Class of 2017 

Mary Danewitz 

Stacey Gagosian** 

Helen Joseph 

Esther Moring 

Janet Shabman 

Stephanie Simpson 

Lenora Thierry 

Charles West *** 

 

*Resigned in 2015.     **Elected in 2015 to fill vacancy     ***Died in 2015 

The Board, founded in 1949 as the Board of Deaconesses and changed in 2010 to its present name to reflect a more diverse 

membership and mission, provides care for members and friends of the congregation. Members of the Board began being 

ordained as Deacons in 2011. The Board attends to congregational needs by visiting the sick, the elderly, and those confined at 

home or in care facilities; giving aid and comfort to the bereaved; and helping, so far as possible, those in need of special care. 

We also arrange for and facilitate geriatric counseling when needed. In addition, the Board: obtains and prepares the 

communion elements and arranges the communion table; coordinates and provides hospitality at memorial and funeral services 

held at the church; orders the Sunday Sanctuary flowers and seeks donations in memory or honor of an individual or event; 

delivers arrangements of those flowers each Sunday to about six individuals or families in need of care or celebrating a special 

event; orders and decorates the Sanctuary  with plants of the season for Easter and Christmas, and delivers these plants to those 

unable to attend worship; to celebrate the birth of a child into the church family, orders a single rose to be placed on the 

communion table, then delivers the rose to the child's family; and performs other duties as requested by the Session. The Board 

serves under the general supervision of the Session. 

  

The Diaconal Ministers were saddened by the loss of Chuck West who had only been a member for a few months.  

His death left a huge void in more ways than we realized.  True to their mission, the Diaconal Ministers rose to the 

challenge assuming many of the duties that Chuck handled in the past.  A few of these included overseeing the 

decorating of the Sanctuary with Christmas greens, the poinsettias and the Easter plants, establishing contact with 

Brady’s Florist for Sunday arrangements and red roses for new babies, and the Peace Candle. 

 

In the summer we had to say goodbye to two of our members, but we were so fortunate to have their positions filled 

with great new members.  I applaud the church’s Nominating Committee and Chair Mary Spatz for their outstanding 

work in finding these wonderful people. 

 

Our Hospitality Committee, co-chaired by Mary Danewitz and Janet Shabman, had an unusually busy year with 

many receptions.  There were five Memorial Services this year for which we hosted receptions:  Ginge Peddle, 

Chuck West, Toni Davenport, Blonnie Thompson and Leonora Marquis.  In addition, we helped the Peace and 

Justice Committee host the Parkers from PC(USA), helped host a reception to say goodbye to Judith McGovern and 

one following the ordination of Sam McFerran. 

 

We are in the process of trying to move along two projects that we are funding. The first is to place a railing on the 

Chancel steps and the second is to place bronze plaques outside indicating handicap access to the Sanctuary.  It is 

our hope to have these in place in 2016. 

 

Our additional duties included visits to sick and homebound members with arrangements from the Sanctuary 

flowers, preparing Communion, providing transportation to church, etc., which kept us all busy throughout the year. 

 

       Helen Joseph, President 
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Board of Trustees 

The following were members of the Board of Trustees in 2015: 

 

Class of 2015 Class of 2016 Class of 2017 

John Quinn, Jr. John Courson Hal Hiemstra 

Mark Sproles Rebecca Davis Michele Holland 

Matthew Wieseler Caroline White Edith Snyder 

 

During 2015, the Board of Trustees continued to focus its work in three primary areas.  

 

 Construction:  Trustees managed the completion of exterior renovation work, managed nearly $1 million in 

interior upgrades to the church including the replacement of much (but not all) of our building’s heating 

and air conditioning systems, refurbishment of Peter Marshall Hall, and the repainting of all meeting and 

office spaces on the 5
th

 floor.  Trustees also conducted extensive structural investigations on the roof of the 

church which cleared the way for installation of solar panels on the church roof in 2017.     

 Financial Management: In addition to managing the 2014 Audit, Trustees continued to work with our 

accounting staff and financial consultants to manage on-going changes that are being made in our 

accounting and financial practices.  In an effort to increase revenue generated by the building, Trustees also 

continued to manage and recruit additional building tenants, negotiated with outside interests seeking to 

rent our building for occasional use, and are currently completing negotiations with Verizon over the future 

installation of cell phone antennas on the church roof. 

 Long Range Master Planning and the Capital Campaign:  During 2015, Trustees managed a process led by 

the architectural firm of Cox Graae + Spack to survey every member of the church and meet with most 

church committees and groups to develop a Master Plan to guide future phases of all interior renovations 

and restorations. Trustees also helped to recruit and direct the work of the James Company, our Vision 

2020 Capital Campaign consultants.  Trustees also worked with a variety of other consultants and 

contractors hired to complete specific building maintenance tasks or building improvements.  

 

Interior Renovation and Restoration  

Upgrades to and restoration of the exterior of the church was primarily completed in 2014, though a few remaining 

exterior upgrades were completed in early 2015.  During 2015, most of the Trustee’s work on building 

improvements focused on the installation of new HVAC systems for the 5
th

 floor, and the installation of two new 

high efficiency gas boilers in the subbasement of our building. During this process, some hazardous materials 

remediation was also completed.  Trustees also coordinated extensive refurbishment of the existing roof top cooling 

tower and three air conditioning condensing units since the total replacement of that equipment could not proceed 

until results of the Capital Campaign could be evaluated.  Though consulting engineers sized the new boilers to 

provide emergency heat should the one remaining 65-year- old boiler fail, the new energy efficient boilers have 

proven to be so efficient that Trustees have been able to decommission the remaining highly inefficient 65- year- old 

boiler. This step is projected to save thousands of dollars in annual heating costs and tens of thousands of dollars in 

maintenance costs associated with the 65-year- old boiler. The new HVAC system on the 5
th

 floor was mostly 

completed by mid-summer 2015, providing air-conditioned comfort for the first time in many many years to the 

McClendon Center and its guests, to church school classes, and others using Peter Marshall Hall over the summer 

months.   

 

During the refurbishment of Peter Marshall Hall, Trustees conducted extensive building structural analysis to 

determine the strength of the roof for the installation of solar panels and/or a roof top patio.  The analysis showed 

that solar panels could be installed without further strengthening, while a patio would require additional support.  As 

such, Trustees have focused their efforts at negotiation with an outside vendor who will install solar panels on the 

roof of the church (by the spring of 2016 and at no cost to NYAPC).  The panels are expected to provide up to 18 

percent of the electrical needs of our church. 

 

As 2015 closed, Trustees were also engaged with a different lighting consultant to determine better ways to light the 

steeple and back light the beautiful stained glass windows of our church.  
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Trustees also completed the Master Planning effort in 2015 which identified many exciting options for ways that the 

existing church building could be redesigned to better serve the needs of our congregation in the coming years.  All 

of the options are subject to the success of the Capital Campaign. The initial goal of the Campaign is to raise $2 

million in funds to pay off the line of credit taken out to pay for the exterior and interior upgrades that have been 

made to date.     

 

Financial Management  

A special Accounting Task Force (ATF), co-chaired by Trustees John Quinn and Edie Snyder continued to meet 

throughout 2015, providing oversight and direction to the church’s accounting staff and outside financial advisors.  

These efforts continued to lead to new and revised accounting practices and procedures, and are establishing new 

reporting mechanism that will make our accounting practices more transparent and useful to the congregation.  The 

ATF will remain in place throughout 2016 as the church shifts to Quickbooks, and an accrual accounting system 

beginning on January 1, 2016.   

 

The Audit Committee, chaired by John Quinn, with Trustees John Courson and Matt Wieseler also oversaw the 

successful completion of the 2014 audit. Copies of the audit are available from Church Financial Manager, Jan 

Maheras. 

 

Vision 2020 Capital Campaign and Long Range Master Planning  

The urgent nature of the needed exterior renovations led Trustees to secure a line of credit in the amount of $4 

million from BB&T Bank to begin renovations in 2014. Exterior renovations – which became known as Phase I, 

costs approximately $1 million.  In 2015, Trustees initiated and completed Phase II(a), which cost nearly $1 million, 

and included the HVAC improvements and 5
th

 floor upgrades described earlier in this report.   Funds needed to 

retire those borrowed funds and to finance subsequent building renovations and improvements – identified in the 

Master Plan effort that was also completed in 2015 -- are being raised through the Vision 2020 Capital Campaign.  

At the close of 2015, the Campaign had received pledges of approximately 1.35 million dollars.  Once the Vision 

2020 Campaign has raised $2 million and the line of credit has been retired, Trustees will again seek congregational 

guidance and input about the next interior construction phases in what will likely be many-phased effort to renovate 

and upgrade our church over the next decade. 

 

Words of Thanks 

While all Trustees have been engaged and particularly helpful throughout the year, I want to especially thank 

Trustee Michele Holland who provided invaluable insight and engineering assistance as the exterior renovation was 

completed and the interior work was scoped and begun. Michele’s recent move to North Carolina has resulted in her 

resignation from the Trustees and she will be missed greatly.  Throughout the year, Trustees Rebecca Davis and 

Caroline White led the Master Planning effort with the Congregation and their input and assistance was especially 

helpful.  Trustees John Quinn, Edie Snyder, and John Courson continued to provide tireless work on the Accounting 

Task Force and managing all things financial.  Trustees Mark Sproles and Matt Wieseler provided invaluable 

assistance on the Investment Committee (see separate Investment Committee report from Mark Sproles) and Mark 

provided specific recommendations on revisions to the NYAPC Investment Policy.  Throughout the year, Session 

Member Jim Spearman continued to provide valuable architectural advice for which the Trustees were especially 

grateful. 

 

As we move forward, I want to express a sincere level of appreciation to outgoing Trustees John Quinn, Mark 

Sproles and Michele Holland for their years of commitment, guidance, and good humor as together we tackled 

difficult and sometimes significant obstacles facing the church.    

 

Finally, the Board of Trustees is especially appreciative of the continued input and support offered by many 

members of the Congregation, and we wish to express our sincere gratitude to all contributors to the Vision 2020 

Capital Campaign.       

Hal Hiemstra, President, Board of Trustees, 2015 



THE NEW YORK AVENUE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH  

 

ANNUAL REPORTS FOR 2015 32 

Investment Committee 

 

NYAPC’s investment portfolio is managed by Ariba Asset Management, which has managed the investment 

portfolio since April 2006. The custodian for NYAPC’s accounts is UBS. As of December 31, 2015, the total value 

of NYAPC’s investment accounts (excluding a dedicated working capital cash account) was $9,056,627. During the 

year, the investment portfolio was allocated between stocks (70% in value) and bonds (30%). For the year, the 

portfolio had a small net investment loss of $16,397 due primarily to investment management fees. The members of 

the Investment Committee since 2013 have been Hal Hiemstra, Edith Holmes, Matthew Wieseler and Mark Sproles 

(Chair). 

 

Overall, 2015 was a volatile year in the stock and bond markets with major U.S. stock indices ending the year 

slightly down and the broad U.S. bond index slightly up. January 2016 opened with a significant decline in stock 

values, alarming many investors who depend on regular “income” from their investment portfolio. However, this 

market volatility was not a complete surprise given our expectation, as discussed in last year’s annual report, that 

robust stock returns in recent years were not sustainable. While the Church’s investment portfolio valuation will 

inevitably be subject to this market volatility over time, the Investment Committee focused in 2015 on proactively 

managing the portfolio to address the twin goals of (i) maximizing the investment portfolio’s long-term returns with 

a reasonable level of risk while (ii) ensuring sufficient available liquidity in the portfolio so that the Church would 

not be forced to sell its stocks and bonds at an inopportune time when market prices were depressed. In conjunction 

with opportunistic investment manager decisions, this approach resulted in the portfolio ending 2015 with over $1.0 

million in cash to cover possible funding needs and being defensively positioned entering 2016. During 2015, the 

Committee also revised the Church’s Investment Policy to reflect industry best practices, including better 

transparency in decision-making, with the Trustees approving the new Policy. 

 

In terms of performance, NYAPC’s stock portfolio performed well on a relative basis for 2015 against broad U.S. 

stock market indices. While the portfolio’s underperformance on a three- and five-year basis is disappointing, it is 

explained by the conservative positioning of this portfolio from 2009 until mid-2013 during a strong stock rally. It is 

worth stressing that our stock portfolio has been significantly less volatile over the last five years than its 

benchmarks, meaning that we sacrificed some incremental upside for additional safety. In uncertain markets, we 

think the Church has achieved above-average stock returns on a risk-adjusted basis. 

 
As of Dec. 31, 2015 1 Year 3 Years 5 Years 

NYAPC Equity Acct -0.15% 12.89% 9.84% 

KLD 400 Social Index -1.06% 13.48% 10.02% 

S&P 500 Index -0.73% 12.74% 10.20% 

 

NYAPC’s fixed income portfolio is primarily comprised of short duration, high quality bonds. This intentional, 

lower risk tilt in bonds has not been rewarded in recent years, as longer duration and higher risk bonds continue to 

outperform in the low-interest rate environment. We remain comfortable, however, with this portfolio’s defensive 

positioning despite its underperformance, as it remains a vital source of continuing liquidity in the portfolio across 

all market conditions. 

 
As of Dec. 31, 2015 1 Year 3 Years 5 Years 

NYAPC Bond Acct -0.75% 1.55% 2.78% 
Barclays Capital Aggregate 

Bond Index 
0.55% 1.44% 3.25% 

 

 

 

Mark Sproles, Chair
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Accounting Task Force 

NYAPC has long had an overly complex accounting system, which has been challenging to audit and challenging 

for the Church’s accounting staff and volunteers to maintain. It has also been difficult to obtain timely reports for 

use by Church officers responsible for providing financial oversight. Further, the Audit Committee, housed within 

the Board of Trustees, recognized the impossibility of being prepared for the 2014 audit without outside professional 

help resulting from the then-recent change in the Church’s accounting staff. Given all of these circumstances, the 

Board of Trustees, in December 2014, upon recommendation of the Audit Committee and with the concurrence of 

the Funds Development Cluster, created the Accounting Task Force to engage the outside accounting firm, Your 

Part-Time Controller, to work with Church staff, officers and committee chairs to (1) assist in engaging and training 

a new staff accountant, (2) prepare the Church’s 2014 books and records for audit, and (3) design a financial 

accounting and reporting system that would meet the needs and expectations of the Church, be responsive to the 

comments of the auditors over several years, and ensure the ongoing trust of the congregation in the Church’s 

management of its finances.  

 
All three of these objectives have been accomplished successfully in 2015. This reorganization entailed working 

with NYAPC’s Personnel Committee to revise the job description and compensation level for the staff person who 

maintains the Church’s financial records. Your Part-Time Controller staff was actively engaged with the Accounting 

Task Force in recruiting and hiring the Church’s new staff accountant, Janet L. Maheras, who began working for 

NYAPC in January 2015.
1
 The Accounting Task Force was also actively involved in the preparation of the 2014 

financial statements, working with Your Part-Time Controller, whose staff was largely responsible for preparing the 

Church’s books of account for the audit, the Church’s new staff accountant, and the auditors. The 2014 audit was 

completed on time, with copies of the Report distributed to the Session and Trustees as well as to the bank that is 

financing the construction and restoration work on the Church building undertaken in 2014 and 2015. (Copies of this 

and earlier audits have also been made available to interested members of the congregation on request.) In addition, 

the Accounting Task Force actively worked with Your Part-Time Controller and Ms. Maheras throughout 2015 to 

complete the third undertaking by year end. As a result, the new accounting system was operational on January 1, 

2016. This new system involved two critical changes: from modified cash to accrual accounting, and from the 

financial module in the Church’s ACS software to QuickBooks financial software. 

 

The Board of Trustees has extended the terms of Accounting Task Force members to mid-year 2017 in order to 

finish the following tasks: (1) ensure the performance of the new accounting system in 2016 and address any issues 

and problems that arise; (2) revise the accounting manual that documents the policies and procedures used in 

maintaining Church financial records, including identifying the Board or Boards responsible for establishing, 

monitoring and amending those policies and procedures; and (3) train all Church staff, officers, and congregation 

members who have responsibilities for receiving and counting money, spending Church money, and receiving 

reports of Church expenditures for program purposes. The Accounting Task Force’s term expires in mid-2017 upon 

approval by the Audit Committee and auditors of the 2016 audit—the first full audit of the church’s financial 

statements using the newly established accounting system. 

 
Accounting Task Force Members  Ex officio: 

John H. Quinn, Jr.    Janet L. Maheras, Accounting Manager 

John Schultheis    Harriett Cutshall, Your Part-Time Controller 

Michael Smith    Daniel J. Ianni, Your Part-Time Controller (January – May, 2015) 

James Spearman    Melinda J. McGlohon, Your Part-Time Controller (From June 2015) 

Edith Holmes Snyder 

 

John H. Quinn, Jr. and Edith Holmes Snyder, Co-conveners 

 

                                                           
1
 In the Fall of 2015, the Accounting Task Force concurred in Ms. Maheras’s new title, Accounting Manager, in 

recognition of her accounting skill level and assumption of financial reporting responsibilities. 
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REPORTS OF NYAPC SPECIAL ACTIVITIES 

Cuba Partners Committee 

The Cuba Partners Committee worked in a variety of ways to strengthen its partnership with First Presbyterian-

Reformed Church of Havana and to broaden the involvement of the NYAPC community in this partnership.  Active 

members of the Committee include Alison Arrington, Beth DuMez, Spence Gibbins, Anne Laroche, Betsy Merritt, 

Esther Moring, Aryn Myers, Cecelia and Doug Porter, Marilyn Seiber, Jim and Sonia Wall, and Evelyn Ying. 

 

A delegation that included Rev. Roger Gench for part of the week  (his fifth visit) traveled to Cuba to visit First 

Havana in mid-April.  This was the tenth anniversary of the NYAPC-First Havana formal partnership when the two 

Sessions signed and exchanged Understanding of Partnership in May 2005.  Prior to that, the two Sessions had 

signed documents for a sister-church relationship in December 1999.  Rev. Gench preached and played his guitar 

during the worship service.  For the first time, NYAPC held a donation drive prior to the trip, organized by Aryn 

Myers, for clothing and medicines for First Havana’s mission work.  We will expand this effort in 2016. 

 

In June, following the PCUSA/IPRC Consultations in Washington, DC., Marilyn Seiber arranged appointments for 

the Stated Clerk of the Presbyterian-Reformed Church in Cuba, as well as scheduled four days of activities 

following the Consultations. 

 

In May, NYAPC and Church of the Pilgrims jointly hosted a potluck Cuban dinner at Church of the Pilgrims to 

show photos from past visits to Cuba.  Rev. Krehbiel used the occasion to arrange for a Presbytery video staff 

member to interview Pilgrims and NYAPC people involved with Cuba Partners as a means to show the Presbytery 

what Cuba Partners does and encourage greater interest in the Cuba program. 

 

In July NYAPC hosted First Havana psychologist, Myriam Alvarez, on the occasion of the 20
th

 anniversary of the 

“Friendly Phone” hotline program that she operates with a staff psychiatrist and another psychologist.  Ms. Alvarez 

was able to give presentations to the Presbytery’s Global Mission Network, NYAPC’s Adult Christian Education 

class, and give greetings to the congregation.  The Cuba Partners and Triangle Park Committees jointly sponsored a 

“Cuba Coffee in the Park” in honor of Ms. Alvarez’s visit.  It was well attended with much food and Cuban music.  

 

In October Rev. Alice Tewell was the NYAPC representative to the 50
th

 anniversary celebration at First Havana of 

Rev. Héctor Méndez’s ordination to Word and Sacrament.  She took a gift from NYAPC of a glass-cut flame 

engraved with a gold Celtic cross and a message of congratulations from the congregation.  This was Rev. Tewell’s 

first visit to First Havana, and she hopes to return and develop a program to have children, youth, and young adults 

go to Cuba. 

 

The PC(USA) Cuba Partners Network held its annual gathering in New Orleans in October with the Stated Clerk of 

the Presbyterian-Reformed Church attending along with five Cuban pastors.  The theme was “reconciliation” which 

was also the theme of the Presbyterian Church in Cuba for 2015.  The next annual meeting will be held in Cuba in 

October 2016. 

 

Marilyn J. Seiber, Coordinator 
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Triangle Park Committee 

The Triangle Park Committee continued its uphill battle to keep the planting beds in front of the church and the 

Triangle Park, formally Reservation 172 designated by the National Park Service, clean, planted, and in repair.  

Barry Tindall is the Committee’s liaison with the National Park Service and requested cleanup, tree pruning, 

painting and repair of benches in general, and mulching for the Easter sunrise service.  This was accomplished.  All 

of our non-gardening business was done via email this year. 

 

In March, the team of Beth DuMez, Aryn Myers, Todd Ruhkamp, Marilyn Seiber, and Courtney Spearman gathered 

for cleanup and planting before Easter. Barry Tindall had provided mulch, tools, and instructions for our planting 

beds and the H Street trees and tree wells.  He had also cleaned up and planted the large planters by the Entryway 

door.  The group picked up and raked trash, clipped liriope, replanted the new Cuba spruce, planted pansies, and 

cultivated soil and planted small plants in the two tree beds on H Street. 

 

On other park news, Barry Tindall worked with the National Park Service and Washington, DC. government offices 

to pursue rodent control as well as procuring planting-box edging for the tree wells on H Street. Barry also worked 

with NPS to ensure maintenance of the park. We continue to have discussions with the Downtown BID on 

cooperation with them and the IDB on park upkeep.  Barry and Beth Braxton have tended the two large planters 

outside the church doors of the New York Avenue entrance and seen to their upkeep. 

 

The rodent issue continues to be vexing, and there seems to be no clear resolution to the problem and insufficient 

support and advice from NPS, the DC Government, and Downtown BID, despite promises and encouragement.  We 

will not give up on this problem, however, and will follow all possible avenues to deplete the rodent population by 

the church. 

 

On Sunday, July 26,we joined with the Cuba Partners Committee to host our annual “Cuba Coffee in the Park,“ but 

this year we held it in honor of the visiting psychologist, Myriam Alvarez, from partner church First Presbyterian-

Reformed Church of Havana.  It was a huge success with many people attending, lots of food, and Cuban music! 

 

In the coming year, the Triangle Park Committee hopes to work with the Trustees to procure fencing for the H Street 

tree wells.  We will work with NPS, the DC Government, and Downtown BID to follow up on previous meetings 

and their promises. 

 

We still dream of having music concerts in the park and other art-related events that will increase the community 

and neighborhood use of the park.  

 

      Co-Chairs Beth DuMez, Marilyn Seiber, Barry Tindall 
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REPORTS OF NYAPC CLUSTERS 

Christian Learning Cluster 

The Christian Learning Cluster continued to see the development and strengthening of the programs offered for both 

our adult and children programs. 

 

In 2015, the cluster accomplished the following: 

 

- We planned and implemented a varied and challenging set of adult church school electives under the able and 

dedicated leadership of Paul Dornan and Jim Davidson. Attendance on any given Sunday is typically 30 people 

though sometimes as many as 50 or more. Classes are led by a combination of NYAPC members and guest experts. 

- The weekly prayer group “Adventures in Prayer” continued 

- Our partnership to provide a Bible study class continued with Howard University Divinity School and Rev. Paula 

Hall led sessions in the Summer (Children in Second Kings: Prophetic, Blessed, Collateral) and Fall (So Sarah 

Laughed: Laughter in the Bible) terms. 

- Children’s Sunday School implemented new curriculum across all grades. 

- A new confirmation class was begun, integrated for the first time with other senior high students who have already 

completed the class. 

- Intergenerational Sunday School classes continued with the Adult CE classes integrated with the senior 

high/confirmation classes.  

- The children and youth led the Youth Sunday service and the Christmas pageant during the worship service. A 

special thanks to Molly Wagner for producing an entirely new Christmas Pageant, showcasing the talents of our 

youth. 

- The upper elementary choir became more formalized under the leadership of Molly Wagner and Karen Dunlap. 

- A consistent group of parents continues to gather in fellowship following the family gathering time during the 

Sunday School hour. 

- We celebrated the service of instructors for adult, children, and youth Sunday School classes with a Teacher 

Appreciation picnic in June at Rock Creek Park attended by the full congregation. 

- The annual assessment of the Child Protection Policy was completed with modifications and recommendations 

approved by the Session. 

- The cluster hosted an all-church back-to-school picnic at Cabin John Regional Park in Montgomery County.  

- The nursery made some changes in staffing and experimented with the hiring of a special education assistant, 

which we hope to make a new permanent hire in the next year. 

- The nursery tested a pager system to reach parents and is searching for a product that will work in our facility. 

 

We want to acknowledge the wonderful work of three groups within the church that fall under the auspices of the 

cluster, but report separately in this Annual Report: the History Committee; the McClendon Scholar-in-Residence 

Council; and the Sizoo Library. 

 

David Inoue, Chair 
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Sizoo Library                   

The mission of the Sizoo Library is to enrich and expand the life of the NYAPC congregation, spiritually, 

intellectually, and compassionately.  The library has over 1777 books on topics of Bible study, Christianity, faith 

journeys, church history, Reformed theology and social/justice ministry.  The collection also includes books written 

by our pastors and members, reference books, as well as the Lincoln Commission Collection and the Diaconal 

Ministers’ Care Collection.  Books may be checked out for a month or longer by members of the congregation. 

 

The bibliographic database of the Sizoo Library is on the NYAPC website.  All records can be downloaded, and one 

may search it by author, title, date or subject headings. Anyone who wants to can have an electronic copy of the 

Sizoo Library catalog on their home computer.  To do so, log onto the church website (NYAPC.ORG), select the 

About Us button on the top bar.  Under About Us, select Library.  On the Library screen, go to the bottom and 

click on SizooCatalog_in_MSW.doc button.  The catalog (1.8 MB) will be downloaded to your computer as a PDF 

file. 

 

In 2015 the library plans to continue to develop the collection to make it more useful to the NYAPC 

congregation.  Volunteers are always welcome, especially someone to help members find books after the 11 a.m. 

service.  Suggestions for new books are always welcome.  

 

The Sizoo Library Committee includes: Louise Berman, Paul Dornan, Thomas Dunlap, John Quinn, Jr., and Dewey 

Wallace.             

Thomas Dunlap, Librarian
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McClendon Scholar-in-Residence Program  

 

The McClendon Scholar-in-Residence (SIR) program was established through the insight and generosity of the late 

Rev. Dr. Jack E. McClendon, Associate Minister of NYAPC from 1957-1991.  It was created because of Dr. 

McClendon’s conviction that justice, service and social action can only be sustained for the long haul when a 

congregation is encouraged and equipped to grapple with the profound theological and moral issues of our time. 

 

During 2015, we operated with an increased budget and, for the first time, had a part-time Executive Director for the 

entire year.   As a result, we had the busiest year in our history with more programs, more people involved and more 

engagement with ongoing activities than ever before. The four programs we sponsored with scholars during 2015 

were as follows: 

 

 February 7-8: Dr. Norman Wirzba of Duke Divinity School—The theme for this weekend program was 

“Food, Eating and the Life of Faith”. Presentations on Saturday morning and Sunday morning involved 

about 150 people and Dr. Wirzba also preached at both worship services. A special meal and celebration 

with Dr. Wirzba after church on Sunday was attended by about 75 members of the congregation 

 May 9—Arnie Graf of Washington Interfaith Network and Rev. Roger Gench—This program on “The 

Church and Community Organizing” featured a presentation by an internationally known community 

organizer as well as NYAPC’s Senior Pastor talking about his new book Theology in the Trenches.  There 

were participants from several other churches and about 60 people attended 

 September 19-20—Dr. Elizabeth Hinson-Hasty of Bellarmine University—Several programs on 

Saturday and Sunday took place under the theme of “Lessons from Dorothy Day for 21
st
 Century 

Christians”.  About 125 people attended the Saturday and Sunday morning presentations and Dr. Hinson-

Hasty also preached at both worship services 

 November 4—Bryan Stevenson of The Equal Justice Initiative—This was the biggest program in 

McClendon SIR history with about 700 people in attendance from dozens of congregations and 

organizations throughout the Washington, DC area. A reception was held after the program for those who 

wanted to get involved in working for criminal justice reform and about 300 people came by to talk with 

representatives of key organizations. 

 

Participation in these programs was strong from both NYAPC members as well as representatives of other churches.   

We continued to work closely with Mt. Lebanon Baptist Church, Emory United Methodist and Luther Place as part 

of our ongoing initiative on race and class and also built relationships with ten other churches in Washington, DC, 

that served on the planning committee for the Bryan Stevenson event.  Overall, we had members from more than 75 

congregations in the Washington, DC, area attend one of our programs in 2015. 

 

Another important aspect of the year was an increased focus on following up with those who attend programs and 

wanted to get involved and take some type of action. Two ongoing activities sprang directly from interest generated 

by our recent programs: 

 

 Several church members have gotten involved in assisting those in the criminal justice system and a new 

ongoing ministry for the church is emerging; some members are teaching in a local jail, others are assisting 

groups that work directly with returning citizens, and still others are helping individual prisoners with 

specific needs. 

 An “engaged spirituality group” has formed and these 13 people meet regularly with Rev. Roger Gench and 

Theo Brown to focus on how to grow spiritually and also be more effective in working for social justice; 

the group is testing a model that could be used to involve others in the future. 

 

We also took steps this past year to strengthen the McClendon SIR Council and help it function more effectively.  

We added two new members (Meg House and Adam Bain), updated our website with new information as well as 

recordings of some previous scholars and made plans for improving our record keeping so we can more effectively 

communicate with previous participants.  All of these things should be of assistance as we work to expand our 

programs even more significantly in 2016.  

               Theo Brown, Executive Director 
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History and Archives Committees  

  

Committee members engage in presentations, preservation activities, and preparation of articles that enhance 

appreciation of the NYAPC story within the congregation and throughout the larger Washington community.  

Archives. The church continues to respond to outside requests for information about marriages and baptisms that 

have occurred over the years.  In the past year there was a high volume of materials submitted to the archives 

requiring time to sort through those materials and select the material to keep. The space available to the work of the 

archives is small and we look forward to an expanded space at some future date.  

Oral History Project.  In 2015, the Bicentennial Interviews Project under Marilyn Seiber and Edith Snyder, 

conducted oral histories with long-time NYAPC members, including Peggy Evans, Jim and Sonia Wall, Esther 

Moring, and Doug and Cecelia Porter, for publication in AVENEWS and retention in the archives. 

Tour Guide Program. The committee recruits and then schedules leaders for the tours offered following all regular 

worship services. During 2015 there was one meeting of tour guides to discuss the program and to share ideas. In 

addition, during 2015 there were several specialized tours offered to out-of-town groups from as near as Arlington, 

VA to as far away as Miami, FL. Those who live in the area and who take the tour want to learn about not only 

church history, but also about the congregation today, making the tour a part of NYAPC evangelism. 

NYAPC Lincoln Legacy.  2015 marked the 150
th

 Anniversary of the U.S. House of Representatives passage of the 

13
th

 Amendment (January 31), the Lincoln Second Inauguration (March 7), and the Lincoln Assassination (April 

14). NYAPC was involved in commemorations of these events that drew national attention.   

Thirteenth Amendment.  With the Lincoln Group of DC, NYAPC co-sponsored “Lincoln and the Death of 

Slavery.” John O’Brien moderated and described church artifacts connected with Lincoln and his pastor, Rev. Dr. 

Phineas D. Gurley.  Dr. Edna Greene Medford presented a paper on Lincoln and his strategy for ending slavery. The 

pastors and representatives from what were two predominantly African-American churches, Metropolitan AME and 

Fifteenth Street Presbyterian, described their histories and activism around the end of slavery period.  Kevin 

MacIlvaine gave a magnificent portrayal of Frederick Douglass and delivered a medley of his greatest speeches, 

accompanied with music by a combined multi-church choir led by Stan Engebretson.  C-Span recorded the event 

and it can be viewed on the C-Span history archive.  

Lincoln’s Birthday at the Lincoln Memorial. On February 12, NYAPC was represented by Len Shabman and Barry 

Tindall, who presented memorial wreaths on behalf of the church and Hildene, the Vermont summer home of the 

Robert Todd Lincoln family.   Second Inaugural.  The National Park Services’ (NPS) re-enactment of President 

Lincoln’s Second Inauguration took place on March 7. NYAPC helped plan the event, Pastor Roger Gench gave the 

Invocation and blessing, and for the “swearing–in,” John O’Brien portrayed Chief Justice Salmon Chase and 

administered the oath of office to Michael Krebs’ Lincoln. That evening, the church sanctuary hosted the 

“president” at a concert by famed Civil War era musician Bobby Horton.  Lincoln Assassination.  The NPS 

sponsored an event ON April 18 commemorating the departure of the Lincoln funeral train to Illinois. The NPS 

chose NYAPC for its program in recognition of Gurley’s prominent role in organizing and presiding over the entire 

national mourning process. The program began with a description of Lincoln’s connection with the pastor and the 

church. Two NPS officers gave moving accounts of their immigrant families’ stories and how they have benefited 

from Lincoln’s “New Birth of Freedom” policies.  Finally, a Lincoln portrayer spoke briefly and took questions 

from the audience. Pastor Phineas Gurley.  John O’Brien is nearing completion of his research on the life and 

career of Rev. Dr. Phineas Densmore Gurley. Gurley was founding pastor of NYAPC, having accomplished the 

union of the F Street Church and the Second Presbyterian Church where he became President Lincoln’s pastor and 

friend.  O’Brien has been able to develop a much more detailed account of their relationship as well as of Gurley’s 

notable accomplishments in service to the DC community and the national Presbyterian Church.  O’Brien presented 

the first paper on this research at the annual DC Historical Studies Conference on November 15 and presentations in 

2016 are already planned for the NYAPC adult CE class and for the DC community at large in the Radcliffe Room 

on January 30.            

New Activities. The committee had a formal meeting in the summer and developed a task list and assigned priorities 

to that list. Progress on task completion has been slow to date. One task that has been completed (appreciation to 

Dewey Wallace and Edith Snyder)  is that Capital Witness is now in the libraries of the following institutions: 

Library of Congress, George Washington University, University of Mississippi, University of Virginia, Presbyterian 

Historical Society, Princeton Theological Seminary, Harvard Divinity School, Austin Presbyterian Theological 

Seminary, Union Presbyterian Seminary, Columbia University/Union [NY] Theological Seminary, Pittsburgh 

Theological Seminary, Columbia Theological Seminary, and Allen County [Indiana] Public Library. Other copies, 

not yet catalogued were provided to Yale Divinity School, Wesley Theological Seminary and DC Public Library.    

                                                                   Len Shabman, History and Archives Programs Coordinator 
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 Congregational Life Cluster 

The Congregational Life Cluster consists of three separate committees: Evangelism, Nurture and Fellowship, and 

Worship and Music. The three committees meet concurrently, and occasionally meet together to discuss topics of 

common interest.  

 

Worship and Music  

The Worship and Music committee experienced a year of transition in 2015 as this writer assumed the chair from 

Martha Davis and attempted to get his bearings. 

 

The Dance Ministry led by Kathryn Sparks and formalized in 2014 reached the conclusion of its pilot year in 2015 

and was enthusiastically commissioned by the committee as a continuing program. 

 

Taizé-style sung prayer services, started in 2014 and held for almost two years now on the third Wednesday of each 

month at 6:30 p.m., attract a quite variable number of worshipers but are a meaningful experience for the regular 

participants, some of whom have no prior involvement at NYAPC.  Pastor Beth Braxton, Pastor Roger Gench, Bob 

Braxton, and Eric Slaughter shared leadership this year. 

 

When the time came to evaluate the Dance Ministry’s 2014-15 pilot program in Summer 2015, the committee took 

the opportunity to hold listening sessions on two dates in July and August, in order to obtain congregational input on 

various issues.  In most instances, the committee is still considering its response to congregants’ comments and 

requests. 

 

Continuing a successfully received trial run, communion continued in 2015 to be served on the chancel steps (with 

intinction encouraged) rather than in the pews.  Communion on Sundays continues to be served by eight rather than 

six elders, to improve traffic flow.  On average, one of the eight is a former member of Session. 

 

The question of the Sunday morning worship schedule (how many services, held at which times) began to occupy 

the attention of the committee during 2015, and we hope 2016 will bring some resolution to this question, at least for 

several years. 

 

We continue to welcome suggestions from the congregation about our worship, both Sunday services and special 

services.  Thanks to those who have taken the time to share their comments with us recently, whether by email, in 

listening sessions, or in some other context. 

 

Two transitions of personal significance to us in 2015 were due to causes other than the usual shuffle of committee 

assignments.  In early March, committee member Chuck West died.  After occupying many roles in the church, he 

had just transitioned away from head usher to liturgist organizer.  We will dearly miss Chuck’s earthly presence.  

Pastor Beth served as interim liturgist organizer for six months before Mark Zaineddin graciously took over that role 

from his perch in Raleigh, NC, in September. 

 

In August, Susan Grooters moved out of the area, and was succeeded by Stacey Gagosian.  We thank Susan for the 

work she did, and thank Stacey for joining us. 

 

Thanks go to all the 2015 committee members: David Clark, Stacey Gagosian, Susan Grooters, Adam McColley, 

Douglas Porter, Kathryn Sparks, Jim Turner, and Chuck West, under the guidance of Pastor Roger. 

 

Benno Lauer, Chair 
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Evangelism Committee 

 

One of my favorite modern hymns is “I, the Lord of Sea and Sky”.  Each verse contains a plaintive question:  

“Whom shall I send?”  The answer is both self-evident and daunting.  The answer is clearly “me” and “us”.  That, it 

seems, is our evangelical calling, and we are compelled as individuals and as a church to respond.  The Evangelism 

Committee, if it’s doing its job, constantly confronts the NYAPC community with that call to action.  We have 

things to do.   

 

In 2014, we implemented the design, production and installation of banners on both the New York Avenue and H 

Street sides of the church.  In early 2015, that effort bore tangible fruit.  This year the committee also supported 

advertising in various print and on-line versions of the Post for Easter and Christmas.  In addition, we have 

continued to seek out ways to increase the church's visibility electronically.  We also support the young adults as 

they try in various ways to engage young adults currently outside the church community. 

 

The Committee’s two new initiatives this year were institution of permanent name tags for the entire congregation 

and of the welcoming table.  Permanent name tags offer visitors and new members the opportunity to learn the 

names of congregational members relatively quickly and painlessly and to feel part of the congregation early in their 

time at NYAPC.  Name tags promote community by allowing pastors, members and visitors to tie face with name.  

Pastors are offered a visible reminder of the names of members and visitors who may have evaporated from their 

memories.  We recommend that members take advantage of the name tags by going out of their way to welcome 

visitors.  We also hope that members will continue to wear their name tags and notify us if they need a replacement. 

 

The welcome table, which is staffed before and after each Sunday worship service, offers visitors a specific place to 

ask questions and gather information about the church, its witness and its missions.  It also gives members who 

encounter visitors with questions a place and person to whom they can refer the visitor.  The committee has also 

undertaken the recruitment of greeters who welcome people outside the church on most Sundays. 

 

The Committee, with the generous hospitality of Reverend Lader, invited all those who had joined the NYAPC in 

the last three years to attend a luncheon at her apartment in early December.  It was a lovely and convivial event and 

something we intend to duplicate in future years.  We see it as one more way to ensure as many of our new members 

as possible find firm affiliation within the church community. 

  

The Committee shepherded 22 new people into NYAPC membership during 2015.  In order to do that, we track new 

and returning visitor worship attendance weekly and contact all new visitors by email. Based on that information, we 

invite 30+ frequently returning visitors to the inquirers sessions, usually scheduled for three or four times a year.  

The next series of inquirer classes are scheduled to begin on January 24, 2016. 

  

In 2016, the Committee intends to undertake several initiatives which we have been considering throughout 2015.  

One would be to produce a professionally-developed Welcome Video which would offer a brief electronic invitation 

to NYAPC, its witness and its missions.  The video would be accessible on the church website and as a DVD to be 

displayed to visitors within the church walls.  We also intend, in concert with the Trustees, to install the hardware 

that will allow us to display temporary banners between the pillars on the front portico.  The committee also hopes 

to install an electronic calendar in the church entryway that will convey to all who enter the church what will be 

occurring that day and where.   

 

We are grateful for the efforts of all church members to make NYAPC a welcoming place for new visitors,  

travelers, and new and current members.  In addition, we are especially grateful for the dedicated work and tireless 

enthusiasm of  Mary Boakye, Beth Braxton, Catherine Cannon, Tyler Feret, Jack Gillies, Linda Lader, Alison 

Kootstra Nowak, Anders Larsson, Jenean McKay, ShuXian McKenna,  and Joe Riley on the committee this year. 

 

Paul Dornan, Chair
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Nurture and Fellowship Committee 

The Nurture and Fellowship Committee works to provide opportunities for members to connect with one another. 

We meet on the third Wednesday of each month at 7:00 p.m., either in the Lincoln Parlor or via conference call. If 

you are interested in joining, please contact one of us. The committee includes Meg House, Cathy Schultheis, 

Miriam Dewhurst, Karen Dunlap, Carrie Reasonover (Diaconal Minister representative), Paul Gebhard, Courtney 

Spearman, Ashley Nunes Coe (Deacon representative), Mary Spatz, Molly Wagner, and Associate Pastor Alice 

Tewell.  

 

Each year, members of this committee coordinate weekly coffee fellowship, Ash Wednesday and Holy Week meals, 

retreats, potlucks, Advent and Lenten Devotional Books, care packages for college students and other fellowship 

and nurture projects. We have also partnered with other groups in the church – the choir, young adults, Deacons, 

Cuba Partners, and would be interested in doing more partnership projects. Here are some highlights from 2015. 

 

Women’s Retreat 

Frances Taylor Gench led a Women’s Retreat April 25 at the National 4-H Center in Bethesda, focusing on 

“terrible texts”, passages that have been used to subordinate women. 

 

All-Church Retreat 

The committee organized the All-Church Retreat that took place at Meadowkirk on October 31-November 1, 

focusing on the book of Ruth. The retreat was a truly intergenerational event, attended by people of all ages from 2-

80-something. 

 

Coffee Fellowship 

Coffee and other refreshments are served after each service.  The Committee is grateful to the many volunteers who 

make this fellowship time possible. 

 

Dinners for Nine 

More than 60 people participated in this year’s Dinners for Nine program. Participants rotated between attending 

and hosting meals every two months for a different group of nine. Interested? You can sign up for 2016. Contact 

Miriam Dewhurst (miriam.dewhurst@gmail.com) or Karen Dunlap (shakescene@aol.com) 

 

Congregational Sundays 

Congregational Sundays are held between the services in months where there is a fifth Sunday.  This year 

Congregational Sundays occurred in March, May and November.  The March event occurred on Palm Sunday and 

focused on Holy Week.  Molly Wagner and Ashley Nunes Coe created a self-guided focused reflection on the Easter 

story for use during Holy Week. The May event was a joint Christian Learning/Nurture picnic.  The November 

event featured several Advent related activities. 

 

New Members 
The committee met jointly with the Evangelism Committee on one occasion to discuss ways to reach out to newer 

members of the church, welcoming them and helping them enter into the life of the community.  Nurture sent emails 

to newer members, welcoming them and inviting them to upcoming events. 

 

Other 2015 Events 
Nurture partnered with the Diaconal Ministers in hosting a reception for retiring Church Administrator Judith 

McGovern on April 12.  Nurture helped facilitate the Worship and Music listening sessions that took place in 

August. A potluck lunch was held after church on August 16.  Partnering with the Deacons, we hosted a cookies and 

wrapping event following the Christmas pageant, wrapping presents for our guests in the Radcliffe Room. 

 

 

Miriam Dewhurst, Chair 

 

mailto:miriam.dewhurst@gmail.com
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Funds Development Cluster  

The Funds Development Cluster serves as an umbrella group around the church’s Finance, Annual Stewardship, 

Planned Giving, and Vision 2020 Capital Campaign Committees. It is composed of members representing all the 

church boards and the general congregation. The cluster’s primary responsibilities are to: 

 

1. Coordinate the various financial committees and activities of NYAPC in cooperation with the church staff 

accountant and outside controller. 

2. Make recommendations to the Session on the disposition of undesignated gifts or bequests of $50,000 or greater. 

3. Provide guidance and oversight to the work of the Director of Planned Giving/Special Gifts. 

4. Coordinate all NYAPC fundraising efforts, serving as a clearinghouse for ideas, providing help and support to 

efforts throughout the church, and formally recommending approval of specific initiatives to the Session. 

  

Effective accomplishment of these tasks requires all of the people involved to talk with each other, because the work 

of each of these committees directly impacts the others. 

  

The people involved with the cluster are incredibly dedicated to the church in terms of their time, and we know each 

other reasonably well. One more regular meeting in person would for some be an unnecessary burden, when what we 

actually need is to be able to talk with each other about financial matters about once a month. So this year we met 

entirely by conference call. It worked reasonably well, even when there was not consensus about a particular topic. 

 

The cluster made a variety of recommendations to Session this year related to fundraising activities. One of the 

challenges of coordinating these activities is how to provide for special needs as well as regular operations needs when 

all of it is clearly what members and friends are being called to address. The current work of the accounting task force 

includes streamlining all church accounts into one system of reporting, and that will make coordination much less 

complex, and that is something to look forward to in the second half of 2016. 

  

This year Laura Asiala, Rachel Browning, John Courson, Miriam Dewhurst, Rev. Roger Gench, Amy Gillies, David 

Gillies, Rev. Linda Lader, Jenean McKay, Aryn Myers, John Quinn, Cathy Schultheis, John Schultheis, Mike Smith, 

Edith Snyder, as well as other special guests, all generously gave their time and talent to Cluster activities. Jan 

Maheras served on the cluster in her role as Church Accounting Manager. We all owe these members, staff and friends 

much thanks for the work they do for our church. 

  

James Spearman, Chair 
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Finance Committee 

Purpose 

 

The Finance Committee performs two primary functions related to the church’s annual budget.  First, the committee 

monitors execution of the current year’s budget.  Second, the committee coordinates development of the next year’s 

budget and proposes that budget to the Session.  The Committee’s activities in 2015 supported those two functions. 

 

2015 Activities 

 

Preliminary accounting results for 2015 indicate that $1.63M in general fund spending
2
 enabled our church’s 

missions and was supported, in part, by a generous congregation contributing over $815k. 

 

The Committee developed a 2016 budget using estimates derived from 2015 expenditures and a survey of the 

church’s other groups to understand their anticipated spending.  This year the Committee did not propose a 2016 

budget to the Session in 2015 or early 2016 because the Accounting Task Force determined it was appropriate to 

delay the budget proposal until critical accounting changes were complete, providing a more accurate picture of the 

church’s available resources than has been available in the past. 

 

People 

 

The following volunteers served on the Finance Committee in 2015: Will Ashworth, John Courson, Jim Davidson, 

Linda Lader, John Quinn, Koloina Radrianarivony, Len Shabman, Mike Smith, and Jim Spearman.  Janet Maheras 

served on the Committee in her role as Accounting Manager.  The Committee is particularly grateful for her 

extraordinary work learning, deciphering, and now replacing, the church’s accounting system.  In addition to its 

members, the Committee depended on the church’s finance-related volunteers, including the weekly counters and 

the office volunteers who processed incoming financial statements and accounts payable. 

 

For Additional Information 

 

The following items are available, or will be available when completed, by contacting the church office: the 2016 

budget and complete, audited 2015 financial statements. 

 

Mike Smith, 2015 Finance Committee Chair 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                           
2
 The 2015 annual budget did not incorporate all of the church’s mission-related spending. The budget was limited 

to the General Fund, and many missions used money from funds other than the General Fund.  E.g., spending from 

the Deacons Fund was not in this budget.  Accounting changes in 2016 will consolidate financial reports and permit 

holistic budgeting. 
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Stewardship Committee 

 

The Light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. (John 1:5) 

At The New York Avenue Presbyterian Church, we take seriously our responsibility that Reverend Roger Gench has 

paraphrased from the Sermon on the Mount to be God’s “Salt and Light on this corner of Washington, D.C. and the 

world.”  Because our building is an essential part of our mission, we combined campaigns in the latter part of 2015 

for annual stewardship and capital, asking our congregation to respond to both, and supporting this through a 

relational campaign, which was supported through the consultation with the James Company. 

We asked everyone to prayerfully consider a commitment to both our annual stewardship—100% of which is used 

for the mission of this church—as well as a three-year pledge to fund the care of the building. 

The response to the annual stewardship campaign has been less than expected. 

We received pledges of $705,122.59 for 2015. 

To date, we have received pledges of $ 639,670.26. However, we still have many individuals/families active in our 

family of faith, who have not yet taken the opportunity to record their commitment for 2016. We are grateful to 

those who have pledged this year, both to those who continue to pledge and those who are new pledgers this year. 

The pledges are essential in order to best develop and steward the church’s resources to carry out our ministry. 

Many thanks to Amy and David Gillies for leading the capital campaign (Vision 2020), the core team who organized 

the visits, and the many visitors who ensured that the dual-campaign content was delivered. A special thank you to 

Jim and Courtney Spearman who produced the beautiful and insightful inserts for the bulletin every Sunday during 

the campaign, and to our new accountant Janet Maheras who plunged in early and deep to gain a better understand 

and use of our systems in support of this effort.   

It was a privilege to serve as the chair of the Stewardship Campaign. Thank you for your support and confidence. 

 

          Laura Asiala, Chair 
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Capital Campaign – Vision 2020 

The Vision 2020 Capital Appeal launched in September after two years of preparation by the Trustees.  The first 

half of the year consisted of working with our consultant, Bob Connolly with the James Company, as he completed 

an assessment of the congregation regarding the feasibility of conducting an appeal.  Bob conducted numerous 

interviews and a survey of opinion was sent to the congregation.  After this analysis, it was determined there was 

sufficient support to proceed with an appeal in the fall.   

 

The spring and summer consisted of continuing the process of reaching out to the congregation regarding the 

priorities for an appeal.  Through the work of the Trustees, $1 million had been spent on a beautiful restoration of 

the outside of the church, and necessary HVAC work was completed in Peter Marshall Hall.  With this as the 

baseline, the congregation was asked to consider what additional work should be prioritized.  Two listening sessions 

were held to discuss the survey findings, answer questions and further our thinking on how to proceed.  Through this 

process, it was determined that the goal of the Appeal would be to raise between $2 million and $8.5 million - $2 

million to cover the work already done, and the additional funding to tackle additional projects as possible.  The 

congregation repeatedly advised us to think big! 

 

In July, we began the process of recruiting the Core Appeal Team, a group of 16 members, with the assistance of 

Roger, Alice, Linda and the church staff, that made decisions about how to proceed with the Appeal.  The James 

Company’s approach was to conduct a relational campaign, which we thought was a great fit for NYAPC.  Also, the 

2016 Stewardship campaign was conducted jointly with the Capital Appeal.  A major part of this work was 

recruiting a 39-member Visitor Team that conducted 3-5 outreach visits each to explain the Appeal face-to-face.  

Previous to the visits, a brochure describing the Appeal was developed and mailed to the congregation, and other 

materials were included as part of the visits.   

 

We formally kicked off the Appeal in September, had numerous moments for mission with members explaining why 

NYAPC was important to them, which built to a Gathering Sunday event on November 8 and Commitment Sunday 

on November 15.  The Appeal remains a work in progress, with ongoing member follow-ups.  Early in 2016 further 

decisions will be made about how to proceed as we have a clearer picture of the resources raised.  Currently, we 

have raised $1.3 million.   

 

Special thanks to Core Team members Laura Asiala, Rebecca Davis, Ken Garnes, Hal Hiemstra, Michele Holland, 

Benno Lauer, Molly Lauer, Karen Milam, Jeff Moore, Bonita Pennino, Cathy Schultheis, John Schultheis, Courtney 

Spearman, Jim Spearman, and Caroline White, as well as our Visiting Team members.  In addition, Jan Maheras and 

Jasmine Jowers have done tremendous work keeping track of pledges, coordinating responses and other additional 

duties.  We cannot thank them enough for this help!  Most of all, we thank the congregation for our response to the 

Appeal – it is truly an exciting time for NYAPC! 

 

      David & Amy Gillies, Vision 2020 Capital Appeal Co-Chairs 
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Director of Planned Giving/Special Gifts  

 

The New York Avenue Presbyterian Church's program for endowment, planned giving and special gifts  has 

resulted in a significant increase in funds supporting the church's missions. The congregation continues to respond 

positively and generously to planned giving communications and programs. 

 

Planned Gifts.  I work closely with the Planned Giving Committee whose report can be found elsewhere in the 

Annual Report. Our job is to inform members and friends of the stewardship opportunities available as each of us 

lives our daily life and of legacy opportunities for the future.  On Legacy Sunday, May 3, 2015 we participated in 

worship services and an adult church school class on the importance of legacies for individuals, the church and 

society.  Once again, Karl Mattison, Executive Director of the Presbyterian Endowment Education and Resource 

Network (PEER), taught the class.  We celebrated All Saints Sunday (November 1, 2015) on November 8 because 

many members of the congregation and clergy were on the annual church retreat October 31-November 1.  I have 

shared planned giving resources with members who wanted to include NYAPC in their wills or estate plans. A list 

of "Legacy Giving Options" is posted on the planned giving page of the church's website.  An important part of my 

work is visiting with church members, informally and formally, to hear their faith journeys and share information on 

various alternatives in making legacy gifts. As members share their love of NYAPC and the reasons they are making 

gifts and bequests, I become increasingly mindful of their generosity and faithful ministry. 

 

The Birthday Fund.  Members and friends participate in NYAPC's Birthday Fund launched on Legacy Sunday 

2012.  The Birthday Fund offers a special way to acknowledge and celebrate life while enhancing the church's 

missions.  Gifts to the Birthday Fund can benefit the church's Endowment Fund established over 100 years ago and 

which helps sustain the church's missions in perpetuity, and also increase the reach of the Benevolence Fund used 

primarily for direct and immediate emergency aid to individuals in our community.  We keep this program before 

the congregation on a quarterly basis by providing each member and visitor a Schultheis homemade decorated 

cupcake packaged "to go,"--approximately 350 cupcakes per annum--along with wishes from the Planned Giving 

Committee members for a Happy Birthday.  We have continued to receive gifts in honor of the births of babies in 

our congregation. This started in 2014 with a gift from visiting grandparents honoring their yet to be born grandson. 

 

Beyond the Budget Challenge List.  In collaboration with church staff, boards and leadership, I provide the 

congregation with Session-approved items and capital expense needs that are not funded by the current operating 

budget.  Generous donors make significant contributions to fund various items on the list.  This list will be updated 

in the spring of 2016 after determining items that should either be deleted or added as a result of the Vision 2020 

campaign. 

 

Other Special Gifts. I worked with the Funds Development Cluster, the Stewardship Committee and the Vision 

2020 Campaign,  as well as with individual church leaders, to encourage a variety of special gifts to NYAPC. The 

church has received an increasing number of stock transfer gifts, probably as a result of the Vision 2020 literature 

about gifts other than cash. 

 

Learning from Others & Building Relationships.  I am a member of the National Capital Gift Planning Council, 

attending monthly seminars and an annual conference on fund raising and ethics for nonprofit organizations.  

NYAPC is a member of PEER (see above) and I attended their national Kaleidoscope conference for church staff, 

clergy and officers. In connection with PEER, our Presbytery sponsors occasional local workshops dealing with 

capital campaigns, the relationship of church buildings to mission and worship, and the role of the church in 

encouraging generosity in giving by as many as five generations of worshipers in a congregation.  I prepare articles 

for the AVENEWS on topics relative to planned giving, legacies and financial matters. 

 

Catherine E. Schultheis, Director of Planned Giving/Special Gifts  
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Planned Giving Committee 

 

The Planned Giving Committee and the Director of Planned Giving/Special Gifts position were established by the 

Session and began to function in early 2007.  The purpose of the Planned Giving Committee is to further the 

mission, witness and work of The New York Avenue Presbyterian Church through a sustained program of giving by 

members and friends of long term accumulated assets in the form of stocks, bonds, real estate, life income plans or 

other estate planning instruments.     

                                                                                                                                                                                               

We celebrated Legacy Sunday on May 3.  During worship Roger Gench's sermons, Jim Martin's Minutes for 

Mission, and Alice Tewell's Time for Children emphasized the importance of legacies: past, present and future.  

Karl Mattison, Executive Director of the Presbyterian Endowment Education Resource (PEER) Network, led a 

Church school class dealing with the role of legacies in the church and in our lives and answered questions from 

members.  

 

On one Sunday each calendar quarter, the Committee hosts the Birthday Fund program birthday celebration.  In 

2015, these celebrations took place in each of the first two quarters but not in the last two quarters due to neck 

surgery Cathy Schultheis had in early May and her extended period of recovery.  In 2016 we will be able to return to 

quarterly observances.  Birthday Fund envelopes and other materials for making Birthday Fund gifts continue to be 

available in the sanctuary and at the entryway desk.  We encourage members and friends to use the Birthday Fund as 

a way to honor others or to celebrate their own birth by giving thanks for the blessing of another year of life.  Many 

people celebrated the birth of new babies into the congregation with Birthday Fund contributions.  Donors designate 

their gifts for either the Benevolence or Endowment Funds.                                           

 

Committee members write articles for each AVENEWS issue on planned giving related subjects,  

including stories of Church members who remembered NYAPC with gifts through their estate plans. 

Members also attended National Capital Presbytery sponsored workshops on stewardship, capital campaigns and 

planned giving. 

   

We observed All Saints Sunday (November 1) on November 8 because so many members were attending the All 

Church Retreat on October 31 and November 1.  A bulletin insert developed by Committee members acknowledged 

persons for whom memorial gifts were given, bequests received, gifts from trusts and proceeds from endowment 

funds for the past year.  It also identified those current and former members who died since last year’s All Saints 

Sunday, along with their dates of death.  Cathy gave a Minute for Mission on the joy of generous giving and 

participated in a litany of thanksgiving for the Saints.   

 

During 2015, many endowment and memorial gifts were received, but two warrant special notice. Former 

Deaconess, Vernona Turnbull, included in her estate plan a bequest of $2,000.  In late December, $110,504 was 

received from the estate Lois Virginia Wilson Steffey, which were proceeds from a fixed annuity insurance policy.  

We also wish to report that we expect to receive additional distributions from two estates, each of which have 

already provided the Church with more than $100,000. 

 

The Committee's 2015 budget funded many activities designed to accomplish the objectives of the Committee. This 

included expenses for Cathy to attend the PEER sponsored "Stewardship Kaleidoscope" in Kansas City, Missouri as 

NYAPC's representative.  This conference educates pastors, elders, professional and lay stewardship leaders, and 

church, presbytery, synod and General Assembly staffs on matters relating  to stewardship and planned giving in 

churches.  Cathy has shared the knowledge she acquired at "Kaleidoscope" with the Stewardship, Finance and 

Planned Giving Committees, as well as other members of the Funds Development Cluster. 

 

As Rev. Roger Gench has stated, "We do not give to The New York Avenue Presbyterian Church simply because 

we love our church and its ministry (although I hope we do), but because we desire to orient our hearts and our lives 

towards God." 

 

The Committee 2015 membership included Carol Casperson, Melanie Dann, James Martin, Kay Meek, Brian 

Schimming, Cathy Schultheis, John Schultheis and Edith Snyder. 

                                                                                                                             John Schultheis, Chair  
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Administration Cluster 

Information technology  (IT) matters made up the majority of work for the Administration Cluster in 

2015.  A building security review, emergency plan, research into board structures, and smaller facility and 

personnel issues either remained tabled or were shifted to other committees for completion. 

 

IT highlights from 2015: 

 

* Office computers refreshed/reinstalled using donated Windows 7 Professional licenses 

* Old computers phased out and newer machines shifted around building to provide updated machines to 

maintenance and front desk staff 

* Constant Contact email system configured and ACS name/email address import performed 

* Long range WiFi access point added to 5th floor / Peter Marshall Hall 

* Laptop obtained to enable Church Administrator to work remotely 

* MegaPath asymmetric ethernet over copper (EoC) connection installed in June, but due to building age 

this type of connection did not improve internet signal, so MegaPath removed and existing DSL was kept 

* Digital television antenna and kit purchased for over-the-air testing, but returned after our location 

between buildings was deemed not suitable for proper signal reception, despite being geographically 

acceptable - all items returned for refunds 

* A dedicated television streaming device obtained for use by Radcliffe Room (Super Bowl and regular 

season games) and other programs 

* NYAPC registered with Microsoft program for non-profits for free and discounted software 

* Donated printer repaired and installed in office 

* Routine SonicWall firewall and security appliance maintained and firmware upgraded 

* Routine SBS 2008 server maintenance performed including removal of old files, reformatting/removing 

unused drives, performing defragmentation, removing unused network routing and shares 

* Offsite backup for server initiated 

* Large, motorized pull-down screen was purchased for Radcliffe Room stage for use in conjunction with 

HD projector 

* 501cTECH hired as NYAPC IT contractor beginning on November 1 

* Network cabling updated where needed, and new cabling installed, throughout building by Johnson 

Cabling 

 

Projects remaining to be completed are:  building internet upgrading and switching to more modern 

online giving provider. 

  

Moving forward, Administration Cluster members will support the planned review of NYAPC board 

functions and responsibilities. 

 

        Tyler Feret 
 

Note:  The Personnel Committee and Columbarium Committee fall under the Administration Cluster according to 

NYAPC official cluster organization. Through 2015 these committees operated autonomously, and  separate reports 

follow. 
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Columbarium Committee 

The Columbarium in The Lincoln Chapel provides a permanent witness to the Community of Saints who have 

worshiped, worked and lived among us.  It is a place to remember and honor our departed loved ones.  It holds the 

cremated remains (also called cremains or ashes) in niches of deceased persons who at death were current or former 

members of The New York Avenue Presbyterian Church, loved ones of members or people with demonstrated ties 

to the congregation.  The Columbarium offers a loving and Christian solution for sheltering earthly remains, a 

solution that is both financially and environmentally beneficial.   When the ashes are immured (placed in the niche), 

a short service similar to a graveside ceremony is held in the Lincoln Chapel.  Several of these services have been 

held immediately following memorial services at the Church.  

 

As of December 31, 2015, there are twenty-six "niche holders," eight of whom completed a "Niche Space 

Agreement" and remitted the prescribed fee in 2015.  Selection of a specific niche is based on the availability of 

unreserved niches at the time the subscriber has completed the Agreement and remitted the fee.   

 

A memorial tablet alternative is available for individuals whose ashes have been returned to the earth (or scattered) 

or whose bodies rest in other places, but wish to be remembered as persons who were part of The New York Avenue 

Presbyterian Church's Community of Saints.  Names and dates of birth and death are inscribed on nameplates, which 

are affixed to memorial tablets located in the Lincoln Chapel.  This option also provides for recognition of 

individuals who dearly loved their years at the Church but whose relatives had their remains placed elsewhere. 

 

The Columbarium Committee (Rev. Ann Davie, Jim Davidson, Cecelia Porter, John Schultheis, Dan Stokes and 

Lenora Thierry) urges members and families to care for our community and honor our loved ones by using the  

services provided by the Columbarium in the Lincoln Chapel.  For more detailed information please contact either 

Ann, Jim, Dan or John. 

 

         John Schultheis, Chair 
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Personnel Committee 

 

Staffing Changes  

 
At midyear the church promoted Jasmine Jowers as Church Administrator on an interim basis to replace the prior 

Church Administrator hired in the spring.  In October, Jasmine’s status as interim Church Administrator was 

removed and she was named permanent Church Administrator. 
  

Changes to NYAPC Personnel Management  

 
In early fall, the Pastoral staff recommended to the Committee, and the Committee approved, naming Associate 

Pastor Alice Tewell as Deputy Head of Staff.  The Deputy Head of Staff would report on Personnel matters to Rev. 

Roger Gench, who will remain in the position as Head of Staff.  This proposal is the process of being formally 

approved by the Session. 

 

Employee Handbook  

 

The Personnel Committee continued revisions of NYAPC's Employee Handbook, which was revised and restated in 

2014. 

 
The Personnel Committee members in 2015 were:  Brian Schimming – Chair (Session), Carol Shannon 

(Session), Edith Snyder (Trustees), and John Yoder (Deacons). Church staff who participated with the committee 

were Rev. Roger Gench, Rev. Alice Tewell, Jasmine Jowers and Janet Mahares.  

 

Brian Schimming, Chair 
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REPORTS OF NYAPC COMMUNITY OUTREACH PROGRAMS 

McClendon Center Mental Health Rehabilitation Services Program 

McClendon Center is grateful for another year of serving in partnership with The New York Avenue Presbyterian 

Church. 

 

Our clients continue to feel comforted in the space the church leases to McClendon Center.  They find that being 

inside the church is a safe and welcoming space—the front desk staff members are especially welcoming for our 

clients, and we are very appreciative of all that they do.  In the past year, the Center had an average of 71 clients 

attending the Day Program each day.  We did experience an unexpected dip in attendance in May and June, which 

were the months where construction on the fifth floor related to air conditioning was the most intense.  This dip in 

attendance resulted in just over $25,000 in loss of revenue (we are paid for the number of clients who complete a 

three-hour day), but the upside is that the air temperature on the fifth floor is now comfortable.  The renovations in 

Peter Marshall Hall make for a bright and cheerful environment, but the clients do miss having their artwork on 

display. 

 

At our Core Services Agency on North Capitol Street we began a new program called the Patient Discharge 

Coordinator (PDC) program.  PDC staff members visit all AmerihealthDC and Trusted Health (managed Medicaid 

insurers) clients who are admitted to a psychiatric unit while they are in the hospital. They also coordinate the 

patients’ discharge back into the community, and follow them for up to 30 days.  Since last March, they have served 

370 clients, all of whom were experiencing acute episodes of their illnesses.  

 

In September, McClendon Center also opened a new outpatient therapy program at Connecticut and Q Streets NW, 

Counseling At Dupont.  The Affordable Care Act made psychotherapy available for many more individuals than in 

the past, but many therapists don’t take insurance.  We are now accepting most CareFirst plans, and for those who 

do not have insurance we offer a reduced fee.   

 

The Center is now certified as a Health Home, which allows McClendon Center to hire up to four additional 

Registered Nurses and a Primary Care Liaison.  The goal of this program is to more closely follow our clients’ 

health conditions so we can improve their health outcomes, increase their longevity, and reduce unnecessary 

emergency room visits and hospitalizations. 

 

McClendon Center has served nearly 1,200 clients in the past year.  We have just over 60 full-time staff members 

between our three offices.  We are in our seventh year of hosting third-  and fourth-year psychiatry residents from 

George Washington University, and we continue to host three social work interns from Catholic University of 

America.  The Day Program is in its third year of hosting a Jesuit Volunteer.  Needless to say, the Center is a very 

busy place!   

 

Feel free to contact me at any time to visit, or just to talk.  You can reach me at dhobb@mcclendoncenter.org, or on 

my cell: 202-997-0193. 

 

 

                                            Dennis Hobb, Executive Director                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

mailto:dhobb@mcclendoncenter.org
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New York Avenue Foundation 

The mission of the New York Avenue Foundation (NYAF) is to be a catalyst of educational advancement for youth 

in need throughout Washington, DC. Founded in 1984 as a nonprofit, 501(c)(3), charitable organization, the 

Foundation seeks to promote a Nation's Capital that empowers each and every young person to realize his or her 

potential and become a productive citizen.  

The NYAF financially supports, through grants, non-profit programs in the District of Columbia aimed at achieving 

its mission. The Foundation also provides supplementary funds for children who need incentives to stay in school 

and scholarship funds for additional education.  

We raise money through letter solicitations, fundraising events and other sources.  A volunteer Board of Directors 

conducts the work of the Foundation without any monetary compensation.  As a result, almost all of the money 

raised is passed through to our grantees to help achieve the Foundation’s mission.   

The NYAF also participates in the Combined Federal Campaign (CFC #25839), which allows donors to designate funds to 

the Foundation on a year-round, regular basis or with a single donation.  We are also listed on “Network for Good,” a 

national, online, charitable giving website that enables supporters to donate online to support our work.   

The Foundation has a long-standing relationship with the Community Club, which brings DC public high school 

students together with concerned local professionals for one-on-one tutoring and mentoring throughout the school 

year.  

In 2015, the Foundation invested in the following organizations and programs: 

 

 Community Club         $40,000 

 

The other local organizations that received grants from the NYA Foundation in 2014 are: 

 

 DC Creative Writing Workshop (literary arts programs)    $4,000 

 NE Performing Arts Center (performing arts programs)    $4,000 

        

 

We greatly appreciate the support of all the Foundation’s donors.  We frequently hear from our grantees about the 

difference these donations have made to the success of their programs.  

 

The current Board members are Brian Schimming (Chair), Mary Cousins (Secretary), Miriam Dewhurst (Treasurer), 

Sarah Gillespie Ellis, Amy Gillies, Tom Karr, Anne Laroche, Molly Lauer, Jennifer McIver, Catherine Neale, 

Michael Pete and Evelyn Ying.  Thanks to all these talented Directors for their leadership and support as we move 

forward to grow and expand the breadth and depth of the Foundation’s mission.  Special thanks to Mary Cousins 

and Miriam Dewhurst for their work preparing the foundation’s minutes, Amy Gillies for all of her work organizing 

the foundation’s extensive donor records in the Foundation’s database, Molly Lauer for establishing an online 

system for evaluating grant applications, Tom Karr for his work in Community Club and maintaining the CFC 

donation program, Jen McIver and Miriam Dewhurst for preparing an AveNews article and Miriam Dewhurst for all 

of her hard work as Treasurer.  Additional special thanks to Tom Karr, Miriam Dewhurst, Anne Laroche, Teresa 

Crane, Evelyn Ying, Michael Pete and Mary Cousins for conducting site visits to the foundation’s grant applicants. 

 

  

        Brian Schimming, Chair 
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NYAPC Committee of Ingleside Presbyterian Community Women's 
Board 

The Ingleside Women's Board is dedicated to serving the needs of the residents of our local Presbyterian retirement 

community.  We are grateful to other NYAPC members, staff and friends: for Jay Davenport for visiting residents 

and assisting in so many ways; for participants in Sunday chapel services (clergy, Dan Stokes with organ and piano 

accompaniment and several vocal soloists) and for all who contributed to our major fundraising effort at the Board's 

109th Annual Silver Tea in May.  Donations given at the Silver Tea as well as income from the Ingleside Women's 

Board Clothing and Treasures Shop are used to meet the needs of the residents. 

 

Members of the Women's Board, along with the NYAPC's Board of Diaconal Ministers, have regularly visited 

NYAPC members and friends who resided at Ingleside.  At the present time, Bill McAfee (who celebrated his 106th 

birthday on January 25, 2016) is the only NYAPC affiliated resident.  It is a joy to bring the love of our church to 

Bill with visits and the delivery of flowers from our Sunday services.  

 

The Women's Board decorates Ingleside at Christmastime.  Over a matter of days and to the delight of Ingleside 

residents and staff, Ingleside is decorated and colorfully transformed.  The Board hosts a festive Christmas party 

(co-chaired by Jim and John in 2015), a highlight of the year for the residents.  Board members baked cookies, 

welcomed and assisted residents singing carols and enjoying the musical entertainment provided for the party and 

served each resident with a plated selection of cookies, tea sandwiches, candies and beverages.  

 

Jim and John are also regular volunteers at the Variety Store maintained for the convenience of the residents.  Many 

come to purchase needed items, others come to visit. 

 

John (Board Treasurer) and Jim (Assistant Treasurer) serve on both the Board's Executive and Finance Committees.  

The Board uses its funds and endowment resources to support residents in need, make decorative improvements and 

fiscally assist Ingleside on special projects. 

 

Ingleside at Rock Creek continues its plans to implement a major capital initiative (with construction likely to 

commence by late 2016).  This project will replace the current assisted living and health care facilities with more 

modern structures and add more independent living apartments.  The construction is scheduled to be conducted over 

an extended period, with assisted living residents being provided with short term alternative living space and health 

center residents not needing to be moved until their new facility is ready for occupancy.  The NYAPC Board 

members will keep you informed of how this effort is progressing. 

 

NYAPC members who served the Board in 2015 included Jim Davidson, Glory Eyong, Marcia Kozub, Bernice 

McIntyre, Kay Meek and John Schultheis. 

 

At the start of 2016, the "Women's Board" designation has been replaced and will henceforth be known as the 

"Ingleside Service Board." 

 

Please take the opportunity to visit Ingleside at Rock Creek during 2016. 

 

                                                                                                                     John Schultheis, Board Member 
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REPORTS OF NYAPC FELLOWSHIP GROUPS      

Presbyterian Women 

Presbyterian Women of The New York Avenue Presbyterian Church are affiliated with the national organization of 

Presbyterian Women of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.).  Our purpose is to nurture faith, support missions, work 

for justice and peace, and build community.  Currently, Barbara Dornan serves as Administrative Liaison and 

Lenora Thierry serves as Financial Administrator.  

 

In Circle meetings held at member’s homes on the first Tuesday of each month, we join together for lunch, and in 

Bible study to deepen our faith and understanding of God’s will for our lives. 

 

This September we began a new study titled, Come to the Waters, by Judy Record Fletcher. This study was put 

together by a Churchwide Coordinating Team of Presbyterian Women and is used by women across the nation.  

Alice Tewell leads us in our monthly Bible study. 

 

With regular offerings and the giving of the “least coin”, a special offering of pennies based on the parable Jesus 

told of the woman who gave all she had, we follow the tradition of 200 years of Presbyterian women supporting 

missions.  This past year, our circle contributed $2,000 directly to mission.  We pledged quarterly support to the 

missions of the National Presbyterian Women of the Presbyterian Church.  We also contributed to our Alternative 

Christmas Store projects, the Peacemaking offering, One Great Hour of Sharing, and aid for Syrian Refuges. 

 

We would welcome other interested women to join us on our faith journey as we study and pray together, have a 

good time, and share ideas, concerns, and joys.  
                                                  Barbara Dornan, Administrative Liaison 

 

Biblio Divina 

The Biblio Divinia Group generally meets on the second and fourth Thursday mornings of each month at 10:00 a.m. 

in the Docherty Center.  The group originated with people interested in participating in exercises in contemplative 

prayer, based on a discipline developed by St. Ignatius of Loyola.  The exercises involve prayerful meditation upon 

a series of scripture passages.  Anyone interested in exploring these exercises is encouraged to contact Rev. Gench.  

For the past several years, the group has read and discussed a variety of books. 

 

In 2015, the group read Razing Hell by Sharon Baker; Dorothy Day by Elizabeth Hinson-Hasty, and Just Mercy by 

Bryan Stevenson.  Razing Hell looks at the traditional understanding of hell, asking how a God of love could intend 

for anyone to be condemned to such a place.  Dorothy Day is a biography and was read in anticipation of 

McClendon Scholar in Residence Elizabeth Hinson-Hasty’s weekend at NYAPC.  Just Mercy is the powerful 

account of Bryan Stevenson’s work on behalf of people unjustly imprisoned and condemned.    

 

The group sponsored two silent retreats at the church during the year and plans to sponsor others in 2016.  These 

retreats take place on Saturday mornings in the church, from 8:30 a.m. -12:30 p.m,. and include labyrinth walking in 

the Peter Marshall Hall, lectio divina scripture reading in the sanctuary, art reflection in the Lincoln Parlor, and 

spiritual conversation in the Chapel. 

 

The group is always pleased to welcome new members, and one need not be a member of the prayer group to 

participate in the retreats.  2015 participants included Rev. Gench, Louise Berman, Marilyn Seiber, Margaret Myers, 

Tom Dunlap, Miriam Dewhurst, Steve Dewhurst, Peggy Evans, Helen Joseph and Elizabeth Young. 

 

 

        Miriam E. Dewhurst 
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Young Adult Group  

This past year saw a new wave of young adults begin to get involved at The New York Avenue Presbyterian 

Church.  As some of the long-time young adults found less time to invest in social programming for the group, 

structured events such as the monthly happy hours, regular Sunday brunches, and women’s Bible study gave way to 

less formal gatherings—but the presence of many new faces among us portends the start of some new traditions or 

the resumption of some older ones. 

 

Meanwhile, Pastor Alice Tewell, supported by Pastors Roger Gench and Linda Lader, has kept the well-attended 

quarterly “Faith on Tap” theological discussions going strong.  Regular morning or evening gatherings for Bible 

study are to be tested in early 2016 as well. 

 

The NYAPC young adults in 2015 continue to be quite active on boards, on committees, and in various ministries of 

the church. The group, in practice, attracts mostly 20- to 40-year-olds, and welcomes visitors and members alike to 

take part in its activities.  Leadership has continued to be informal, with anyone free to step forward to spearhead an 

initiative. 

 

Benno Lauer, YA Group member 
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NYAPC MEMORIAL AND SCHOLARSHIP FUNDS 

Virginia L. Cochran and David S. Brown Fund 

In May 1983, the Session established the Virginia L. Cochran Memorial Fund to commemorate Virginia’s 

commitment and service to the educational development of young people in the inner city and to perpetuate the 

types of programs and activities that she fostered in the Community Club. 

 

“Virginia L. Cochran’s shadow enriched the individuals and institutions upon which it fell during her 74 years.  Her 

all-embracing spirit enabled her to see the strengths of each person she knew, and her creative affirmation of those 

strengths nurtured self-confidence and the ability for greater service.  She was dedicated to opening opportunities 

which could make a positive difference in the lives of others.” 

 

In May 1985, the Session added monies provided to the church from the Cochran estate to the corpus of the fund 

and decided that the fund would be administered by the Board of Deacons.  Income from the fund, as invested by the 

Board of Trustees, is made available consistent with the guidelines established for the Fund.  These guidelines 

provide that income is to be used to: 

 

 Provide scholarship grants to assist Community Club students in post-secondary education or training; 

 Purchase uniquely beneficial educational materials for the tutoring program, such as historical materials on 

black history, encyclopedias and training aids; 

 Offer grants for the development of special talents in young people seeking ways to serve others. 

 

The name of the fund was changed eight years ago to the Virginia L. Cochran and David S. Brown Fund to 

commemorate Dave Brown’s nearly 43 years as Director of Community Club, of which the first 21
 
years were 

shared with Virginia as Co-Directors.  As a jointly-named fund, it honors two great friends who were (and Dave 

remains) stalwart members of The New York Avenue Presbyterian Church community and the founding mother and 

father of the Community Club mentoring program.  Those of us who have been blessed to know and love Virginia 

and Dave and to witness their ongoing gift to the children of this city hope this fund continues to materially support 

the work to which Virginia and Dave committed so much of their time, energy and selves.  The Cochran-Brown 

Fund enjoys a balance of $56,725 as of the end of December 2015. 

                                                                                               

Paul B. Dornan 
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Community Club College Scholarship Fund 

The year 2015 was another active one for the Community Club scholarship fund. The fund gives two types of 

scholarships: stay-in-school scholarships for high school students and partial scholarships for college students. 

 

Stay-in-school scholarships are given monthly to current Community Club high school students who maintain at 

least a 2.5 GPA and regular attendance at Community Club, with the amount increasing by grade and attendance. 

The amounts range from $12.50 (for ninth graders) to $25.00 (for seniors) for each week attended during the month. 

In 2015, Community Club gave over $17,000 to over 50 students. 

 

Community Club also gives partial college scholarships to alumni currently enrolled in college with at least a 2.0 

GPA who keep in touch with Community Club and attend semi-annual college meetings. In 2015, Community Club 

gave over $42,000 to 50 Community Club collegians, aided by grants of $10,000 and $8,000 from generous donors.  

Scholarship amounts ranged from $300 to $800 per semester, with amounts varying by GPA and by overall 

scholarship funds allocated for that semester. 

 

                                                                Shamika Bradley and Tom Karr, Community Club Co-Directors 
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Kathryn Heath Memorial Scholarship Fund 

Dr. Kathryn G. Heath, a member of The New York Avenue Presbyterian Church for 59 years and a trustee, was 

interested in the church’s outreach programs and equality for women in the workplace.  She left a bequest of 

$100,000 to the church to form the basis for a fund to further the higher education of women. Under the terms of 

Kathryn Heath’s will, one-half of the annual earnings from the bequest is to be made available for scholarships.  The 

other half is to be reinvested so that the corpus of the fund will grow.  Contributions in memory of Dr. Heath or in 

support of the goals of the fund are always welcome. 

 

In 1991, a special Kathryn G. Heath Scholarship Committee developed procedures for the awarding of scholarship 

grants, approved by the Session.  The first scholarships went to four young women for spring semester 1992.  Since 

then, over 130 scholarships, ranging from $200 to $2250, have been awarded.  The recipients are distinguished by 

their academic ability, vision, dedication, and financial need.  They must have and maintain a grade point average of 

at least 2.75 on a 4.0 scale, demonstrate financial need, show an intention to pursue a program of studies leading to a 

professional or para-professional career, and be admitted to a recognized post-secondary institution.   

 

The Committee was authorized to award up to $5465 from the earnings of the Heath bequest for scholarships for the 

2015-2016 academic year.  The Committee recommended scholarship awards to five women for the total amount of 

$5465: 

 

Ineka Armstead  University of Delaware    $  781 

 

Kimkia Hunter  University of New Haven    $  781 

 

Esohe Irabor  Rhode Island College    $  781 

 

Bre’Anna James  Trinity Washington University (DC)  $2341 

 

Martha Rondon  Northern Virginia Community College  $  781 

 

Members of the scholarship committee in 2015 were: Thelma Leenhouts--Chair, Anna Davidson, Stacy Gogosian, 

Amy Garrou, Amy Gillespie, and Mary Spatz.  

 

The Committee wishes to express its thanks to Janet Maheras and John Quinn for their assistance. 

       

Thelma Leenhouts, Chair 
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Andrew Charles Dornan Memorial Scholarship Fund 

The Andrew Charles Dornan Memorial Scholarship Fund was established eight years ago as a memorial to our son, 

Andrew.  In 2008, the Core Council of Community Club established the Upperclassman Scholarships to help former 

students in the Community Club program as they completed their college careers.  Five years ago, the remainder of 

the Bruce Davie Memorial Scholarship funds, given in memory of a saint of this church and constant supporter of 

Community Club, was combined with the Dornan funds to support the Upperclassman Scholarships.  The 

scholarships are open to any college student who graduated from Community Club, has completed at least 70 

college credits and has maintained at least a 2.0 grade point average in his/her institution of higher education.  The 

scholarship responds to a reality of college financial aid, that colleges tend to reduce and withdraw aid from 

upperclassmen as they focus aid attention on incoming freshmen.  As a result, college juniors and seniors must 

identify new sources of aid or assume additional student debt as they move on to graduate degrees or out to the 

working world.  The Upperclassman Scholarships are intended to alleviate some of that burden of debt and the 

anxiety that accompanies it.  The Upperclassman Scholarships do not replace the regular Community Club College 

Scholarships but are intended to supplement them.  So far, more than $54,500 of Upperclassman Scholarship 

funding has been awarded to worthy students. 

  

As of December 2015, 30 of our college students have received Upperclassman Scholarships over the eight years of 

their existence.  Twenty-three of those students have now graduated:  three from Trinity University (Washington); 

two each from North Carolina A&T and Temple University and one each from Benedict, Bennett, Cheyney State, 

Tuskegee, Grinnell, Howard, Lafayette, Morgan State, North Carolina Wesleyan, Norfolk State, Virginia 

Commonwealth, Virginia State, Princeton, the University of Pittsburgh and the University of Maryland. 

  

The Upperclassman Scholarship requires applicants to maintain at least 12 credits per term in the year for which one 

requests assistance.  That requirement speaks to a reality for our Community Club students; lower income students 

do not have the luxury of dawdling through their college years.  Schools are just too expensive, and the statistics 

seem to suggest that, if you can’t complete your schooling within four to five years, then you are simply not going to 

finish it.  And, based on the recent record of our students, most of them are completing school within four years. 

  

Upperclassman Scholarship applicants submit a brief essay and official course and financial aid records to be 

considered; those submissions are reviewed by a three-person committee of Community Club leaders.  In May 2015, 

six students, Fidelia Igwe (Virginia Commonwealth University), Adrienne Fenton of Penn State University 

(Harrisburg), Esobe Irabor of Rhode Island College, Bre’Anna James (Trinity University (Washington)), Chinwe 

Obodo (Howard University) and Katia Phillips (Bennett College) received Upperclassmen Scholarships totaling 

$13,000.  At the end of 2015, there was approximately $40,000 available for future allocation to worthy students.   

Andrew and Bruce’s families want to thank all those who have given so graciously to help our young people in 

Community Club and to remember Andrew and Bruce. 

           Paul Dornan 
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Elmer L. Hanson Testamentary Trust 

Elmer L. Hanson, a long-time devoted member of The New York Avenue Presbyterian Church, bequeathed a 

portion of his estate to NYAPC for the creation of an endowment fund.  The income from the fund is to be used for 

“educational scholarships to be awarded to undergraduate or graduate students who are enrolled in seminary or 

otherwise studying Christian Education or training to become missionaries.”   

 

The will provides that the Trustee shall oversee the investments of the endowment fund while the Session shall 

select the scholarship recipients.  In 2015, the Trust provided funds of $5,400.00 to support student participants in 

our music program as part of their study of music ministry.  At the close of 2015, the assets of the Trust were 

approximately $178,000. 

 

       Douglas House, Fund Trustee 

 

 

 

 

Metcalf-Edgington Trust Funds 

The generosity of William P. Metcalf and Frank Edgington continue to enable this Church to reach out to many in  

need.  At the time of their deaths, these two loyal members set aside funds from their estates to create certain trust  

funds.  Mr. Metcalf's fund was established as a memorial to his parents, William E. and G. Helen Metcalf.  Mr.  

Edgington did not specifically dedicate his trust fund.  The income from their trust funds is used for the following  

purposes and in set proportions as specified in their wills:  to provide medical care and nursing care for needy and  

deserving persons; relieving cases of special need or distress for deserving persons; and to aid those studying for the  

ministry or preparing for missionary work.   

 

Requests are approved by a committee composed of the following:   

Rev. Alice Rose Tewell, as designated by the Session Moderator, the Treasurer of Session, Leigh Hildebrand, 

Deacon representative Bonita Pennino, and the Clerk of Session, Miriam Dewhurst.  Angela Williams, Young Adult 

Volunteer, also assisted in reviewing applications and communicating requests to committee members this year. 

 

In 2015, the Metcalf-Edgington fund provided over $357 in total financial assistance, which primarily included 

support for medical expenses.  All funds are gifts and repayment is not expected.  All requests and expenditures 

remain confidential.   

 

We continue to be grateful for the generosity of both Mr. Metcalf and Mr. Edgington, and the ways in which their  

largesse allows us to conduct our ministry of assistance to those in need.  

 

          Leigh G. Hildebrand, Treasurer of Session 
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Other Funds 

Many dedicated funds that support the missions of The New York Avenue Presbyterian Church are described on the 

previous pages. Separate reports on each fund would be repetitive. A summary of receipts and expenditures from 

each fund is included in the Designated Accounts section of the Treasurer's Report at the end of this document.  

 

A brief description of the funds established by the church to receive gifts from members and friends follows. Other 

endowment funds of the church do not provide for additional contributions. 

 

A Gift Acceptance Policy has been adopted by the Session; copies are available in the church office. 

 

Funds supporting current operations of the church: 

 

A. To serve and support the congregation: 

 

1. Capital Improvements Fund. Finances improvements, enhancements, and repairs to the church building, its 

equipment, or its furnishings. 

2. Choir Fund. Helps support the activities of the choir and the music program of the church. 

3. Christian Education Fund. Helps support the Christian Education program of the church. 

4. Diaconal Ministers Fund. Supports the activities of the Board of Diaconal Ministers, including caring for the 

congregation and ministering to the sick, homebound, and bereaved. 

5. Flower Fund. Provides Sanctuary and Chapel flowers for worship services and for distribution to those 

receiving care from the Diaconal Ministers. 

6. Joseph Sizoo Library Fund. Uses gifts to purchase books and materials for the Joseph Sizoo Library in the 

Docherty Center.  

7. Organ Fund. Provides for additions and improvements to the Sanctuary pipe organ. 

 

B. To serve the church’s mission to the local community, the nation, and the world: 

 

1. Community Club Fund. Helps support the activities of the Community Club tutoring program. 

2. Deacons' Community Fund. Supports programs and projects of the Board of Deacons serving those in need 

in the community served by The New York Avenue Presbyterian Church. 

3. Presbyterian Women’s Fund. Supports the world-wide mission efforts of the Presbyterian Women. 

4. Peace and Justice Fund. Supports the work of the committee responsible for the national and world-wide 

mission of the church. 

5. 7-2-9 Program Fund. Supports the program helping those released from mental institutions develop social 

skills. 

 

Endowment and other funds -- only earnings spent: 

 

A. Endowment Fund. Supports all programs and missions of the church through the annual operating budget. 

B. Benevolence Fund. Expands the church's capacity for service; spending is currently for direct aid for such 

emergencies as catastrophic illness, evictions, lack of tuition to complete a year of school; and for support of 

projects or individuals in need. 

C. Mary and Mairi Docherty Memorial Fund. Supports purposes and causes reflecting the life interests of Mary 

Shirlaw Docherty, wife of Pastor Emeritus Dr. George M. Docherty. The fund currently provides college 

scholarships for graduates of the Community Club tutoring program. 

D. Virginia L. Cochran and David S. Brown Memorial Fund. Provides scholarship grants to assist Community 

Club students in post-secondary education or training; to purchase uniquely beneficial educational materials for 

the tutoring program such as historical materials on black history, encyclopedia, or training aids; or to offer 

grants for the development of special talents in young people seeking ways to serve others. 

E. Peter Marshall Scholarship Fund for Inner-City Students. Provides college scholarships for graduates of the 

Community Club tutoring program. 

F. Music Endowment Fund. Supports the choir and the music program of the church and includes the following: a 

general portion, a memorial to Dr. Arthur George, a memorial to James E. Davis, and a bequest from Ruth 

Bergquist. 
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G. Organ and Musical Instrument Endowment Fund. Provides funds for maintenance and repairs of the church’s 

pipe organ and other musical instruments. 

H. Diaconal Ministers Fund. Supports the activities of the Board of Diaconal Ministers, including caring for the 

congregation and ministering to the sick, homebound, and bereaved. 

I. John McAfee Memorial Fund for Community Service. Supports the outreach projects and programs of the 

Board of Deacons. 

J. Stevens Memorial Fund for Child Welfare. Provides funds for the Board of Deacons to be used for the welfare 

of children of The New York Avenue Presbyterian Church, the community in which it is located, and for 

national work in which it may be interested. 

K. Robert A. Wood Memorial Fund. Supports the Christian Education program of the church. 

L. Memorial Scholarship Fund of the Women’s Association. Provides college scholarships for members and 

friends of NYAPC. Currently, most of the income is used for graduates of the Community Club tutoring 

program. 

M. Dr. James D. Bryden Memorial Fund for Scholarships. Provides income that is used with the part of the 

Memorial Scholarship Fund of the Women’s Association that is to be spent.  
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Appendix A – Audit Report for 2014 

 

A copy of the Audit Committee’s report is available on request at the church office.   

 

 



 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The New York Avenue Presbyterian Church would like to 

express sincere gratitude to Miriam Dewhurst and Kathryn 

Walter for production of this document, to Jasmine Jowers 

for office support, and to the authors of each individual 

report.  

 
 

 

 

 

  



 

 

  

 

 

 


